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1 0 the  Chairman  and  Members  ol  the  Health  Committee 
and  the  Related  Health  Services  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

1 have  pleasure  in  submitting  the  Report  on  the  Health  of  Blackpool  for  the 
year  1958.  In  doing  so  I must  point  out  that  the  responsibility  for  the  work 
carried  out  was  that  of  my  predecessor,  Or.  G.  W.  Murray,  who  is  now  enjoying 
a well-earned  retii'ement. 

During  his  term  of  ollice  which  extended  over  26i  years  he  was  fortunate 
to  see  rapid  reduction  of  such  diseases  as  diphtheria,  typhoid,  scarlet  fever  and 
tuberculosis,  and  to  see  many  great  strides  that  have  taken  place  in  preventive 
medicine  and  public  health.  His  warmth  and  sincerity  of  friendship  have  built 
up  a considerable  store  of  good  will  between  the  department  and  the  public  gener- 
ally. 1 con.vider  myself  fortunate  in  being  able  to  follow  after  him. 

According  to  the  Registrar  General  the  population  of  the  town  has  fallen  by 
some  1,100  and  is  now  144,500.  Ihe  standardised  birth  rate  for  the  year  was  13.0, 
and  the  death  rate  was  14.3  per  1000.  The  comparable  figures  for  England  and 
Wales  are  16.4  and  11.7  respectively.  Ihe  natural  decrease  in  the  population  is 
partly  overcome  by  people  who  retire  and  come  to  live  in  the  borough.  With 
the  increase  in  the  expectation  of  life  which,  at  the  age  of  i,  was  recently  reported 
as  being  69  for  men  and  74  lor  women,  it  will  be  easily  understood  that  the 
average  age  of  pieople  living  in  Blackpool  has  increased.  The  exact  figure  of 
people  of  pensionable  age  is  not  available  as  the  area  of  the  local  pension  office 
does  not  coincide  with  that  of  the  Local  Authority.  It  is  probable  that  almost 
one-fifth  of  the  town’s  population  are  over  65  years  of  age.  This  is,  of  course, 
one  of  the  results  of  the  achievements  of  the  medical  and  social  services.  These 
are  concerned  not  only  with  prolonging  life,  but  also  with  the  health  of  the  people 
while  they  live.  Most  elderly  people  who  are  in  good  health  and  have  a capacity 
for  enjoying  themselves,  do  require  increased  supporting  services.  Increasing 
demands  are  made  on  the  Home  Nursing,  Domestic  Help  and  Health  Visitors  of 
the  Local  Authority.  This  increase  has  been  felt  also  by  the  Welfare  and  Geriatric 
Hospital  Services  and  the  various  voluntary  bodies  which  attend  tO'  the  needs  of 
the  elderly.  These  demands  cannot  be  met  in  full  and  a continued  expansion  of 
these  services,  and  in  particular  those  of  the  Local  Authority,  seems  to  be  inevitable 
as  95%  of  the  old  people  live  in  their  own  homes.  Increasing  age  does  bring  its 
problems,  particularly  in  the  degenerate  diseases  in  which  the  recent  advances  in 
medicine  have  had  comparatively  little  success. 

The  total  number  of  hours  of  service  given  by  Domestic  Helps  during  the 
year  was  86,093.  report  will  be  found  the  details  of  the  cases  attended. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  rate  of  29.6  per  1000  live  births  compares  unfavour- 
ably with  the  figure  for  England  and  Wales,  22.5.  Of  the  50  babies  under  one 
year  who  died,  39  died  in  the  first  month.  This  group  of  deaths  has  been  the  most 
resistant  to  measures  aimed  at  the  reduction  of  infant  mortality. 

Co-operation  with  the  Consultant  Paediatrician  and  Consultant  Pathologist  has 
resulted  in  p>ost  mortem  examinations  being  carried  out  in  all  but  four  of  the  39 
cases  of  neonatal  deaths.  In  these  cases  permission  of  the  parent  was  not  granted, 
or  the  death  occurred  outside  the  borough. 

Although  the  figures  are  still  insufficient  to  allow  a definite  conclusion  to  be 
reached,  it  seems  that  the  increase  in  numbers  last  year  could  be  attributed  in  part 
to  two  main  causes.  Of  the  total  deaths  1 2 were  attributable  to  congenital  mal- 
formation and  these  on  our  present  knowledge  are  unpreventable.  Prematurity 
was  given  as  the  primary  cause  of  death  in  12  cases,  but  five  others  such  as 
pulmonary  atelectasis  were  associated  with  prematurity.  In  many  cases  of 
prematurity  it  is  still  not  possible  to  determine  any  cau.se. 

During  the  year  two  mothers  died  during  childbirth.  The  present  situation 
is  cheering  when  compared  with  the  past  but  there  is  no  cause  for  complacancy. 
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There  is  no  doubt  that  future  advances  of  science  will  result  in  still  further  im- 
provements. Domiciliary  Midwifery  confinements  during  the  year  represented 
19.2%  of  the  total  deliveries.  Because  of  the  pressure  on  hospital  beds  and  ihe 
policy  of  the  Ministry  to  encourage  home  confinements  there  is  a tendency  for 
this  figure  to  rise. 

The  Health  Visitors  suffered  again  from  shortage  of  staff  so  that  much  usefuf 
work  had  to  be  curtailed,  ft  seems  that  to  get  the  nest  use  from  this  service  and 
ensure  a closer  association  with  the  family,  uetter  use  could  be  made  of  the  avail- 
able staff  by  combining  the  school  nursing  service  with  Health  Visitors. 

The  opening  of  the  new  clinic  at  Mereside  is  one  of  the  welcome  develop- 
ments of  tne  year,  fhis  nas  met  a real  need  and  tne  sessions  have  been  weil 
attended.  Hie  experiment  of  converting  this  old  school  has  been  well  rewaraed 
and  the  use  of  the  waiting  room  as  a liurary  m ou-ciinic  times  has  produced  no 
diificulties.  Ihe  happy  iniormal  atmosphere  of  the  building  has  fostered  a friendly 
spirit  between  the  staff  and  tne  residents  in  the  area. 

Although  anti-polio  vaccinations  were  begun  in  Blackpool  in  1956,  a greatly 
expanded  programme  was  commenced  in  1950.  Ihe  initial  unwillingness  ot  some 
of  the  puDlic  to  accept  vaccination  by  balk  vaccine  has  almost  disappeared. 
Unfortunately  the  supply  was  not  sufheient  to  meet  the  peak  demand  ot  the 
public  during  the  eariy  part  of  the  year,  and  some  of  the  impetus  ot  the  scheme 
was  lost  due  to  having  to  place  applicants  on  a waiting  list,  this  was  regrettable 
as  considerable  ehort  nad  been  made  to  arouse  the  public  demand,  and  nere  the 
local  press  earn  gratelul  thanks  lor  their  help  and  co-operation  in  placing  the  facts 
before  the  public.  Parents  at  present  must  become  oewildered  by  the  many 
different  vaccinations  and  inoculations,  but  it  must  be  some  comfort  to  reflect 
that  the  childhood  illnesses  are  rapidly  decreasing  in  number  and  severity.  'Ihe 
few  clouds  caused  by  the  techniques  are  soon  passed  and  how  slight  they  are 
compared  to  the  darkened  skies  wnich  may  be  tne  lot  of  the  unprotected  child. 

What  a different  picture  we  have  now  than  when  Dr.  Murray  in  his  first 
annual  report  recorded  65^  cases  of  diphtneria  and  736  cases  of  whooping  cough, 
against  the  latest  figures  of  nil  and  44  respectively. 

Demands  on  the  ambulance  service  continue  to  grow  and  five  new  ambulances 
were  provided  during  the  year  to  replace  vehicles  of  a private  contractor  whose 
agreement  with  the  local  authority  had  expired.  These  have  been  used  mainly 
on  out  of  town  service  and  long  distance  work  where  the  smooth  ride  provided 
by  special  chassis  and  low  running  cost  provided  by  diesel  engine  could  be  used 
to  best  advantage. 

Mental  Health  Services  of  the  Local  Authority  have  continued  to  provide  for 
the  increasing  demands  made  by  the  general  public.  This  is  welcome  evidence 
that  there  is  some  lessening  of  the  fear  and  stigma  which  has  surrounded  mental 
disorder.  This  is  a relic  of  the  days  when  neither  the  doctor  nor  the  patient 
could  appreciate  or  understand  the  needs  and  demands  of  the  mentally  ill.  With 
advancing  knowledge  there  is  an  increasing  willingness  amongst  the  public  to 
accept  early  treatment  and  advice. 

Close  co-operation  with  general  practitioners  has  been  maintained  as  this  is 
most  essential  to  successful  preventive  work  in  mental  health. 

The  year  saw  the  completion  of  the  plans  for  the  new  Occupation  Centre,  and 
work  on  the  preparation  of  the  site  commenced  in  November.  It  is  hoped  that 
this  will  be  finished  in  1959. 

In  addition  to  the  routine  duties  concerning  environmental  hygiene,  the  de- 
partment has  been  particularly  engaged  in  work  connected  with  food  hygiene, 
and  in  the  measures  to  be  taken  to  ensure  that  food  premises  comply  with  the 
regulations.  It  is  pleasing  to  be  able  to  record  the  progress  made  and  the  ready 
co-operation  received  from  the  majority  of  the  public,  but  because  of  the  amount 
of  work  still  outstanding  and  its  obvious  importance  it  seems  probable  that  con- 
sideration will  have  to  be  given  to  an  increase  in  time  given  to  this  work. 
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Following  the  introduction  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  continued  efforts  have 
been  made  to  control  industrial  ;;nioke  in  the  area.  The  managements  of  industrial 
firms,  acting  on  advice  of  the  department’s  olficers,  have  equipped  their  premises 
with  improved  installations.  Although  domestic  fires  are  responsible  for  a fair 
proportion  of  pollution  problems  the  steps  already  taken  have  been  reflected  in 
improved  atmospheric  conditions. 

The  Blackpool  Corporation  Act  of  1958  included  many  provisions  for  improv- 
ing the  health  of  the  community,  and  extended  the  work  of  the  Department, 
particularly  in  relation  to  the  indi.'Jcriminate  tipping  of  refuse  and  certain  additional 
powers  in  relation  to  drainage  and  receptacles  for  trade  refuse.  Under  the  Act 
it  was  possible  to  provide  a register  of  hairdressers  and  barbers. 

1 wish  to  extend  my  thanks  to  all  members  of  the  Health  Department  who 
continued  to  give  loyal  service  and  ready  response  to  all  demands  made  upon 
them.  1 am  grateful  to  the  other  Chief  Officers  of  the  Corporation  for  their 
assistance  at  all  times,  and  also  for  part  of  the  information  contained  in  this 
rep>ort.  The  co-operation  of  my  Medical  Colleagues  throughout  the  town  has 
proved  to  be  a most  valuable  asset. 

1 am  indebted  to  the  Committees  for  their  consideration  and  encouragement 
at  all  times. 


1 am. 


Your  Obedient  Servant, 

D.  W.  WAUCHOB. 

Municipal  Health  Centre, 

Whitegate  Drive, 

Blackpool. 

Tel.  No.  Blackpool  63232. 
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GENERAL  AND  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Area  (exclusive  of  foreshore) 


8,650  acres. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS 


Area  of  foreshore  and  Tidal  Water 

Population  (Census  1951)  

Population  (Registrar-Genral’s  estimate 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 
Number  of  empty  houses 
Rateable  value  of  the  borough 
Product  of  a Penny  Rate 


2,068  acres. 

147.131 

id-year  1958) 144,500 

49.073 

765 

£3,242,507 

£12,939 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births  Legitimate 

795 

774 

1569 

Illegitimate 

77 

56 

123 

Birth  Rate  (Crude)  per  1000  pop. 

11.7 

Birth  Rate  (Standardised)  per  1000 

pop. 

13.C 

Stillbirths:  Legitimate 

20 

20 

40 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

6 

Rate  per  1000  births  (live  and  still) 

27.2 

Rate  per  1000  population 

•32 

Total  live  and  still  births 

886 

852 

1738 

Infant  deaths 

34 

16 

50 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births — total  29.6 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births — legitimate  30.0 

Infant  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births — illegitimate  24.4 

Neo-natal  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  births  23.1 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent,  of  total  live  births  7.3 

Maternal  deaths  (including  abortion) 

(a)  Puerperal  sepsis  i 

(b)  Other  puerperal  causes  i 

Maternal  mortality  rate  per  1000  live  and  still-births  1.15 


BIRTHS 

The  number  of  live  births  resident  in  Blackpool  during  1958  was  1692,  a 
decrease  on  the  previous  year.  The  crude  birth  rate  remains  at  11.7  per  1000 
population,  as  does  the  adjusted  birth  rate  at  13.0.  The  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  with  which  the  local  adjusted  rate  should  be  compared  is  16.4. 

ILLEGITIMATE  BIRTHS.  123  such  births  were  registered  during  the  year, 
resulting  in  a rate  of  .85  per  1000  population  and  amount  to  7.3%  of  the  total 
births.  The  England  and  Wales  rate  for  1957  was  4.68%. 

STILLBIRTHS.  46  stillbirths  were  registered  during  1958.  This  is  no  change 
from  the  previous  year  but  gives  a rate  of  27.2  per  1000  total  births.  This  compares 
unfavourably  with  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  21.6. 
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BIRTH  RATES  FOR  THE  TEARS  1885  -•  1968 


Blackpool 
England  ani  Wales 
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DEATHS 


Deaths 


Male  Female 

1213  1222 

Death  rate  (Crude)  per  1000  pop.  16.9 

Death  Rate  (Standardised)  per  1000  pop.  14.3 
Death  Rate  for  England  and  Wales  ir.7 


Total 

MZS 


The  percentages  of  deaths  in  various  age  groups  with  corresponding  figures 
for  previous  years  are  shown  below  : 


AGE 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949  1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Under  12  months 

4.0 

3.1 

3.7 

4.5 

3.5 

2.1  2.7 

2.1 

2.0 

2.1 

2.0 

2.06 

1.78 

1.67 

2.05 

1 year  and  under  5 years 

.5 

.8 

.9 

.6 

.2 

.2  .4 

.5 

.4 

.4 

.3 

.30 

.34 

.13 

.16 

15  yrs.  and  under  65  yrs. 

^^4  1 

.3 

10  7 

.3 

.3 

.3 

.3 

.05 

.37 

.34 

.29 

5 yrs.  and  under  1 5 yrs. 

27.9 

28.4 

26.6 

29.1 

28.4 

27.13 

26.82 

27.64 

26.49 

65  years  and  over 

59.1 

62.0  61.4 

62.7 

64.0  67.0  68.7 

68.7 

70.0 

68.1 

69.0 

70.46 

70.69 

70.22 

71.01 

The  detail  in  the  following  table  showing  total  deaths  allocated  to  Blackpool 
classified  according  to  cause  and  sub-classified  into  sex  and  age  groups,  is  furnished 
by  the  Registrar-General. 
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Causes  of  death  at  different  periods  of  life  in  the  County  Borough  of  Blackpool 


Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

M 

All 

Ages 

19 

0— 

A( 

1 — 

:e  at 

5— 

5EATH 

IS— 

2?— 

1 

4S— 

12 

65— 

4 

75 

2 

F 

4 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

2 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other 

M 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Syphilitic  disease 

M 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

— 

F 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

Diphtheria 

M 

c 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough 

M 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Meningococcal  infections 

M 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

M 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

F 

1 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Measles 

M 

Other  infective  & parasitic  diseases 

M 

2 

1 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

F 

2 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

M 

43 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

17 

22 

3 

F 

27 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

8 

7 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

M 

80 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

39 

29 

10 

F 

13 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

8 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  . . 

F 

45 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

16 

14 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

F 

26 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

15 

8 

3 

Other  malignant  & lymphatic  neoplasms 

M 

no 

1 

1 

— 

— 

4 

30 

40 

34 

F 

100 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

30 

36 

29 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

M 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

1 

F 

5 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

Diabetes 

M 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

F 

8 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

5 

1 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

M 

150 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

34 

49 

65 

F 

240 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

70 

146 

Coronary  disease,  angina  . . 

M 

283 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

107 

103 

68 

F 

167 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

36 

56 

74 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

M 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

3 

F 

23 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

8 

13 

Other  heart  disease 

M 

173 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

32 

46 

93 

F 

264 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

16 

55 

188 

Other  circulatory  disease 

M 

42 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

12 

14 

15 

F 

52 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

8 

37 

Influenza 

M 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

F 

7 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

M 

29 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

12 

10 

F 

29 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

8 

16 

Bronchitis 

M 

73 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

24 

24 

25 

F 

37 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

18 

12 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system 

M 

12 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

3 

6 

1 

F 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

M 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

2 

F 

4 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

M 

6 

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

F 

4 

— 

_ 

_ 

_ 

— 

2 

2 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

M 

10 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

2 

5 

F 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

6 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

M 

F 

20 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

5 

14 

Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion  . . 

F 

2 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Congenital  Malformations  . . 

M 

15 

10 

1 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

F 

7 

4 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Other  defined  & ill-defined  diseases 

M 

77 

17 

1 

1 

— 

1 

15 

13 

29 

F 

94 

9 

— 

1 

1 

5 

17 

21 

40 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

M 

8 

— 

— 

1 

2 

— 

3 

— 

2 

F 

9 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

2 

1 

5 

All  other  accidents 

M 

9 

— 

— 

— 

1 

3 

2 

— 

3 

F 

18 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

5 

4 

7 

Suicide 

M 

12 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

9 

3 

— 

F 

14 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

7 

1 

1 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

M 

c 

ALL  CAUSES  

M 

1213 

34 

4 

4 

6 

26 

360 

390 

389 

F 

1222 

16 

3 

10 

31 

212 

338 

612 
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cqcparison  of  the  crude  deaih  rats  of  biackpool  with  death 

RATE  OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES  1888“1958 


TUBERCULOSIS.  26  persons  died  during  the  year  from  tuberculosis;  of 
these  23  were  classified  as  due  to  re.spiratory  tuberculosis  and  3 due  to  non- 
respiratory  tuberculosis.  The  mortality  rate  (per  1000  population)  for  Blackpool 
and  England  and  Wales  are  : — 


Total  Deaths 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Non-respiratory 


Blackpool. 

.179 

.138 

.021 


England  & Wales. 
.100 
.089 
.01 1 


HEART  DISEASE.  37.9  per  cent,  of  the  total  deaths  have  been  directly 
ascribed  to  one  or  other  of  the  various  forms  of  heart  diseases.  This  figure  shows 
an  increase  of  3.3  per  cent. 


CANCER.  434  persons  died  from  cancer.,  leukaemia  and  aleukaemia,  during 
the  year  1938.  The  mortality  rate  of  3.1  per  1000  population  is  a further  increase 
on  the  previous  year.  The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  2.12. 

LUNG  AND  BRONCHUS.  Cancer  in  these  sites  which  appears  to  be  increas- 
ing year  by  year  was  responsible  for  93  deaths  during  the  year  as  against  83  the 
previous  year.  The  respective  mortality  rates  are  .64  and  .37  per  1000  population. 
The  rate  for  England  and  Wales  is  .439. 


LEUKEMIA  AND  ALEUKAEMIA.  10  deaths  were  classified  in  this  group  during 
the  year. 


INFANT  MORTALITY.  30  children  under  the  age  of  one  year  died  during 
1938.  The  death  rate  29.6  per  1000  live  births  is  higher  than  the  1937  rate  of 
22.8,  and  is  higher  than  the  corresponding  rate  for  England  and  Wales,  i.e.  22.3 
The  increase  in  the  infant  mortality  rate  is  entirely  accounted  for  during  the 
first  four  weeks  of  life  and  the  principal  causes  were  an  increase  in  the  deaths 
due  to  congenital  malformation,  i.e.  10  compared  with  7 the  previous  year,  and 
more  deaths  due  to  cerebral  haemorrhage. 


NEO-NATAL  MORTALITY.  Of  the  30  children  who  died  during  their  first 
year  39  did  not  survive  four  weeks  after  birth.  The  mortality  rate  23.1  shows 
an  increase  of  6.7  against  the  rate  of  1937  and  also  shows  up  unfavourably  against 
the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  of  16.2. 


Details  of  the 
are  given  below  : — 


causes  of  the  above-mentioned  infantile  and  neo-natal  deaths 


Infantile. 


Prematurity 
Oesophageal  Atresia 
Meningomyelocele 
Microcephalic 
Congenital  Heart  Disease 
Cerebral  Haemorrhage 
Infective  Hepatitis 
Pulmonary  Atelectasis 
Broncho-Pneumonia 
Congenital  Cerebral  Palsy 
Asphyxia  Neonatorum 
Imperforate  Anus. 

Anencephaly  

Left  Subdural  Haematoma 
Pulmonary  Congestion 
Gastro-Enteritis 
Congenital  Duodenal  Atresia 
Maternal  Eclampsia 


2 

I 


Neo-  Natal 
12 

I 

3 

1 

5 

S 

2 

I 

1 

2 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 


n 


Inanition 


I 


Occipital  Meningocele 
Inhalation  of  Vomit 
Bilateral  Wilms  Tumour 
Hydrocephalus 


II 


39 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY.  There  were  two  maternal  deaths  in  Blackpool 
during  the  year,  one  case  being  due  to  staphylococcal  septicaemia  and  the  other 
caused  by  pulmonary  embolism  from  a pelvic  vein  thrombosis. 

The  rate  for  Blackpool  is  1.15  per  1000  births  compared  with  that  of  England 
and  Wales  of  0.43,  but  account  must  be  taken  of  the  relatively  small  number  of  . 
births  involved,  giving  an  unfavourable  bias  to  the  local  rate. 


COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS.  The  following  table  affords  a comparison 
between  the  statistics  of  previous  years,  so  far  as  they  are  available,  with  those  of 
the  year  under  review. 


1 — 

Birth  Hate 

Death 

Hate 

Total 

Live 

Still 

lllegi- 

Tuber- 

PERIOD  OR  YEAR 

Births 

births 

timate 

Total 

Infantile 

Ner-Natal 

Maternal 

culosis 

C 

(per  1000 

(per  1000 

(p  r 1000 

(per  1000 

(per  1X0 

(per  1000 

per  1000 

(per  1000 

(Pe 

popu> 

total 

total 

popula> 

live 

live 

total 

popuia- 

pc 

lation 

births 

pop'n 

tion 

births 

births 

births 

tion 

1886—1890 

25.2 

— 

— 

15.3 

144.2 

— 

— 

_ 

1891 — 1895 

23.9 

— 

— 

15.3 

168.2 

— 

— 

— 

- 

1896—1900 

26.5 

— 

— 

14.4 

159.9 

— 

— 

— 

.< 

1901—1905 

22.3 

— 

1.3 

12.9 

138.4 

— 

— 

— 

1906—1910 

17.4 

— 

1.2 

12.2 

115.4 

— 

— 

— 

.t 

1911—1915  .. 

15.6 

— 

1.3 

14.0 

115.7 

— 

— 

.91 

1.. 

1916—1920 

12.7 

— 

1.4 

14.7 

88.8 

— 

— 

1.0 

1.< 

1921—1925 

15.0 

— 

1.3 

14.3 

73.3 

— 

6.6 

.88 

1.' 

1926—1930  .. 

11.8 

— 

.93 

13.7 

66.2 

— 

5.7 

.76 

1.1 

1931—1935 

10.5 

53.5 

.76 

14.2 

63.6 

— 

6.0 

.71 

2.( 

1936  

10.8 

55.2 

.62 

15.6 

63.0 

— 

4.6 

.63 

2. 

1937  

10.3 

66.9 

.64 

16.6 

57.7 

— 

3.1 

.62 

2., 

1938  

10.9 

42.5 

.63 

14.6 

47.2 

— 

4.7 

.59 

2.. 

1939  

10.6 

39.5 

.78 

14.8 

53.5 

— 

2.6 

.58 

2. 

1940  

9.4 

40.4 

.69 

15.4 

53.0 

— 

7.1 

.49 

!.■ 

1941  

11.5 

36.1 

.97 

15.5 

56.8 

— 

2.0 

.62 

2. 

1942  

12.7 

36.9 

1.3 

13.8 

68.4 

— 

4.8 

.49 

l.< 

1943  

12.5 

30.3 

1.2 

14.8 

62.6 

— 

2.5 

.55 

2., 

1944  

13.8 

33.7 

1.4 

14.3 

41.3 

— 

3.8 

.53 

2., 

1945  

12.5 

29.1 

1.7 

14.8 

37.8 

— 

2.6 

.59 

2. 

1946  

13.7 

28.2 

1.3 

13.8 

37.8 

— 

2.8 

.53 

2., 

1947  

15.2 

27.1 

.98 

14.6 

43.4 

— 

2.1 

.53 

2. 

1948  

13:3 

29.0 

1.1 

13.8 

36.3 

— 

1.9 

.47 

2., 

1949  

12.2 

31.4 

.88 

15.1 

25.8 

— 

1.1 

.45 

2.1 

1950  

11.3 

28.7 

.73 

15.7 

37.8 

24.8 

1.7 

.30 

2.- 

1951 

11.1 

31.7 

.86 

18.3 

35.2 

24.7 

1.2 

.34 

2. 

1952  

10.9 

29.0 

.68 

15.4 

28.0 

19.3 

.6 

.30 

2. 

1953  

11.0 

27.6 

.91 

14.3 

27.2 

22.2 

.6 

.16 

2. 

1954  

10.8 

32.2 

.84 

16.1 

30.1 

23.2 

.6 

.30 

2. 

1955  

10.8 

26.4 

.86 

16.0 

30.3 

25.3 

.0 

.21 

2. 

1956  

11.7 

28.8 

1.02 

16.4 

24.9 

18.0 

.6 

.21 

2. 

1957  

11.7 

26.2 

.79 

16.1 

22.8 

16.4 

.0 

.16 

2. 

1958  

11.7 

27.2 

.85 

16.9 

29.6 

23.1 

1.15 

.18 

3. 
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1885-1958 


INFECTIONS  DISEASES  AND  EPIDEMIOLOGY 


Full  details  of  cases  of  notifiable  infectious  diseases  are  set  out  in  the  following 
tables,  and  1 should  like  to  draw  attention  to  the  following. 

DIPHTHERIA.  Once  again  1 am  pleased  to  report  that  no  case  has  been 
reported,  this  being  the  eighth  consecutive  year,  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that 
the  benefit  of  regular  immunisation  of  school  children  and  pre-school  children  has 
almost  eliminated  this  once  fatal  disease. 

WHOOPING  COUGH.  Last  year  I commented  on  the  low  figure  of  notifica- 
tions, but  as  will  be  seen  from  the  tables  even  fewer  cases  have  been  notified  this 
year.  Again  regular  immunisation  could  claim  to  be  the  chief  factor  in  the  ever 
reducing  number. 

Following  the  inevitable  epidemic  year,  the  number  of  cases  notified  this  year 
has  shown  quite  a reduction  on  the  previous  yiears  with  the  exception  of  1956 
when  only  82  cases  were  notified. 

DYSENTERY.  The  number  of  notified  cases,  50,  is  the  lowest  since  1953. 

POLIOMYELITIS.  A rise  in  the  number  of  cases  notified  from  4 to  8 is 
shown,  but  it  is  obvious  from  the  fact  that  none  of  the  patients  had  been  vaccinated, 
that  vaccination  is  proving  a competent  antibody  against  this  disease. 

All  cases  notified  were  paralytic,  and  I regret  to  report  that  one  female,  age 
12,  died  in  September  of  this  year. 


Disease 

1944 

1945 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

19S5 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Scarlet  Fever 

530 

219 

148 

140 

269 

280 

239 

224 

265 

379 

152 

137 

159 

73 

126 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

322 

280 

463 

267 

331 

326 

290 

245 

508 

430 

192 

93 

281 

76 

44 

Diphtheria 

56 

95 

44 

44 

39 

25 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

\ Measles 

1526 

715 

883 

975 

1586 

1089 

698 

1756 

1733 

695 

1741 

932 

82 

3096 

276 

1 Pneumonia 

70 

23 

21 

21 

23 

31 

16 

43 

35 

35 

21 

19 

27 

1 

32 

22 

1 Meningococcal  Infections 

12 

4 

8 

5 

13 

5 

3 

1 

5 

3 

— 

5 

8 

6 

4 

1 Poliomyelitis 

— 

— 

2 

10 

4 

6 

8 

6 

15 

44 

2 

8 

14 

4 

8 

1 Polioencephalitis 

— 

— 

— 

2 — 

2 i — 

— 

lEncephalitis 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

i Dysentery 

2 

— 

1 1 

1 

53 

33 

12 

10 

425 

30 

87 

817 

206 

84 

50 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . 

7 

1 

— 

2 

25 

16 

4 

2 

4 

23 

26 

17 

33 

30 

47 

'Puerperal  Pyrexia 

65 

34 

8 

34 

33 

41 

25 

26 

53 

41 

41 

56 

93 

95 

82 

iSmallpox 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

[Enteric  Fever/ 

Paratyphoid  B Fever  . . 

7 

17 

9 

1 

3 

16 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

3 

'Food  Poisoning 

66 

8 

14  194 

44 

29 

24 

92 

14 

[Erysipelas 

51 

44 

46 

33 

38 

41 

29 

21 

22 

32 

22 

18 

15 

13 

11 

'Pemphigus 

5 

1 

1 1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

7 

— : 2 

1 

13 


Disease 

Corr- 

ected 

Notifi- 

cations 

Ad- 

mitted 

to 

Hospital 

ACE  PERIODS 
Corrected  Notification 

Under 

1 

1 

to 

2 

3 

to 

5 

to 

9 

10 

to 

14 

15 

to 

24 

25 

to 

34 

35 

to 

44 

45 

to 

64 

65 

and 

over 

Scarlet  Fever 

126 

72 

— 

11 

25 

79 

11 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  . . 

44 

19 

8 

12 

9 

14 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Diphtheria 

Measles 

276 

14 

7 

72 

96 

96 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia 

22 

5 

— 

1 

2 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

10 

6 

Meningococcal  Infections 

4 

4 

— 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

8 

7 

— 

2 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Polioencephalitis 

Encephalitis 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Dysentery 

50 

18 

3 

7 

5 

13 

6 

5 

5 

4 

2 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . 

47 

1 

47 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  . . 

82 

17 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

32 

38 

12 

— 

— 

Enteric  Fever/ 

Paratyphoid  B Fever  . . 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

14 

5 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

2 

1 

6 

1 

Erysipelas 

11 

6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

4 

6 

Pemphigus  . .1 
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FOOD  POISONING 


Two  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning  were  recorded,  and  brief  details  of  these 
are  given  in  the  following  table. 


Caset 

Notified 

Cases  found 
to  have 
symptoms 

Consumers 
at  risk 

Organism  or 
other  agent 
responsible 

Food  involved. 

2 

6 

7 

salmonella 

bareilly 

Indefinite.  Onset  was  5th  to  7th  July,  1958,  and  the 
main  symptoms  were  General  Pyrexia,  diarrhoea  and 
vomiting.  The  two  cases  were  female  children  age 

8 and  A.  The  former’s  illness  was  of  average  sever- 
ity and  the  latter’s  less  severe,  the  illness  lasting  48 
hours  and  24  hours  respectively.  There  was  an 
absence  of  accurate  data  as  to  foods  consumed,  but 
regular  foods  consumed  were  sausage,  canned  steak, 
minced  beef  and  “soft  shelled  eggs."  Four  other 
members  had  symptoms  but  all  were  negative  on 
stool  testing.  No  refrigeration  in  the  house. 

2 

2 

4 

salmonella 

heidelberg 

Indefinite.  Onset  1st  and  3rd  November,  1958.  Main 
symptoms  were  abdominal  pain,  fever,  vomiting  and 
diarrhoea.  Illness  was  va)  severe,  (b)  average,  the 
duration  being  10  days  and  3 days  respectively.  A 
refrigerator  was  used  in  combination  with  a larder. 
Menu  on  day  prior  to  onset  included  eggs,  fish, 
chips  and  canned  salmon. 

SINGLE  CASES.  Ten  single  cases  occurred  during  1958.  The  agents  iden- 
tified as  follows  : — 

Salmonella  heidelberg  ...  ...  ...  7 

„ eastbourne  ...  ...  ...  i 

„ typhimurium  ...  ...  i 

,,  (possibly  heidelberg)  ...  i 

1 regret  to  say  that  one  of  these  cases,  i.e.  a Salmonella  heidelberg,  proved  fatal 
and  after  the  patient,  a male  of  48  years,  was  admitted  to  hospital  he  died  in 
June,  1958.  A salmon  paste  which  was  suspect  was  analysed,  but  organisms  of 
the  dysentery  or  dysentery  groups  were  not  isolated. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


INCIDENCE.  During  the  year  115  cases  of  tuberculosis  were  notified,  com- 
prising 103  respiratory  and  12  no-respiratory  cases.  Of  these  51  respiratory  and 
8 non-respiratory  were  primary  notifications.  The  remaining  56  supplementary 
notifications  were  made  up  as  follows : — 

6 from  Death  Returns  from  Local  Registrars. 

SO  Transfers  from  other  areas. 


The  following  table  classifies  the  primary  notifications  of  tuberculosis  accord- 
ing to  age  groups. 


Age  Periods 

Primary  Notifications 

Respiratory 

Non-Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

0 — 

2 

1 

__ 

1 — 

— 

— 

1 

2 — 

5 — 

1 

10  — 

1 

1 

— 

15  — 

2 

1 

1 

20  — 

4 

5 

1 

25  — 

4 

2 

35  — 

5 

4 

1 

45  — 

5 

3 

1 

55  — 

6 

2 

65  — 

2 

1 

1 

1 

75  — 

mmmm 

Totals 

31 

20 

4 

4 

The  following  table  which  summarises  the  notification  register  shows  the 
number  of  patients  at  the  end  of  1957,  the  fluctuation  of  patients  during  the  year 
1938  and  the  number  remaining  at  the  end- 


Type  and 

Sex  of  Cases 

Remaining 
on  register 
31.1i.57 

Notjfic’ns 
(from  all 
(sources) 

Died 

Recovered 

T ransferred 

Lost 

Altered 

Diagnosis 

Remaining 
on  register 
31  12  58 

Respiratory 

M 

379 

66 

28 

16 

22 

3 

1 

375 

Tuberculosis 

F 

279 

37 

5 

17 

24 

3 

— 

267 

Non-Respiratory 

M 

39 

5 

— 

4 

1 

- - 

39 

Tuberculosis 

F 

54 

7 

1 

9 

1 

— 

50 

Totals 

• • 

751 

115 

34 

46 

47 

7 

1 

731 

It  should  be  noted  that  the  deaths  shown  in  the  above  table  are  the  total 
number  of  deaths  of  persons  on  the  register  and  are  not  necessarily  those  whose 
death  was  attributable  to  tuberculosis. 


MORTALITY.  The  number  of  deaths  which  were  attributable  to  tuberculosis 
in  1958  was  26.  This  includes  6 persons  who  had  not  previously  been  notified 
as  suffering  from  the  disease. 
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Primary  Notifications  of  Respiratory  Tuberculosis 
Deaths  due  to  P-eopiiatory  Tuberculosis  


CHEST  CLINIC.  This  clinic,  administered  by  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  is  held  at  the  Municipal  Health  Centre  at  the  following 
times  : — 


Monday 

2 to  4 p.m. 

New  adult  patients. 

Tuesday 

9 to  11  a.m. 

Review  of  former  patients. 

2 to  4 p.m. 

Review  of  former  patients- 

2 to  4 p.m. 

Cases  referred  by  General  Practitioners  for 

X-ray  only. 

Wednesday 

9 to  II  a.m. 

2 to  4 p.m. 

2 to  4 p.m. 

Children  (old  and  new  patients). 

Review  of  former  patients- 

Cases  referred  by  General  Practitioners  for 

X-ray  only. 

Thursday 

10  a.m.  to  12 

Cases  referred  by  General  Practitioners  for 

noon 

X-ray  only. 

2 to  4 p.m. 

Review  of  former  patients- 

Friday 

10  to  II  a.m. 

P.efill  Clinic. 

2-30  to  4 p.m. 

Cases  referred  by  General  Practitioners  for 

X-ray  only. 


VENEREAL  DISEASES 


The  Venereal  Diseases  clinic  is  located  at  the  rear  of  the  Municipal  Health 
Centre  and  sessions  are  held  at  the  following  times  : — 

Males:  Wednesday  and  Saturday  10-30  a.m.  to  12  noon. 

Monday  and  Thursday  4-45  p.m.  to  6-30  p.m. 
Females:  Thursday  and  Friday  10-30  a.m.  to  1 2 noon. 

Tuesday  4-45  p.m-  to  6.30  p.m. 

To  bring  the  clinic  facilities  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  small  notices  are 
placed  in  all  the  Public  Lavatories,  Railway  Stations  and  the  larger  licensed  prem- 
ises in  the  Borough,  stating  the  location  of  the  clinic  and  hours  of  attendance. 

1 am  indebted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Manage- 
ment Committee  for  the  following  details  : — 


Syph 

lis 

iGonorrhoea 

Other 

Conditions 

Totilt 

; M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Number  of  patients  on  1st  January,  1958. 
now  under  treatment  or  observation  . . 

; 53 

63 

23 

4 

25 

9 

101 

76 

107 

Number  of  patients  removed  from  register 
during  any  previous  year  who  returned  dur- 
ing 1958  for  treatment  or  observation  of  the 
same  condition 

2 ^ 

7 

2 

7 

9 

Number  of  patients  dealt  with  for  the  first 
time  during  1958  (excluding  those  trans- 
ferred from  other  centres,  etc.) 

in 

9 

102 

40 

258 

63 

371 

112 

483 

Number  of  patients  transferred  from  other 
Centres  after  diagnosis 

4 i 

4 

3 

1 

3 

— 

10 

5 

15 

Number  of  patients  completing  treatment  or 
observation 

9 i 

14 

26 

11 

190 

57 

225 

82 

307 

Number  of  patients  not  completing  treatment 
and/or  observation 

4 ^ 

4 

44 

9 

20 

4 

68 

17 

85 

Number  of  patients  transferred  elsewhere 

15  i 

16 

25 

9 

32 

6 

72 

31 

103 

Number  of  patients  remaining  under  treat- 
ment or  observation  on  31st  December,  1958 

42  ^ 

49 

33 

16 

44 

5 

119 

70 

189 

Attendances  by  Patients 


Males  Females  Totals 

At  which  patients  saw  physician 

1890 

1 123 

3013 

At  which  patients  did  not  see  physician 

109 

37 

146 
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PROVISION  OF  SERVICES  UNDER  NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT,  1946 
Section  22 — Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children. 

CHILD  WELFARE  CENTRES.  There  are  five  Child  Welfare  Centres  in  the 
Borough,  and  the  attendances  at  these  Centres  during  the  year  ended  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1938,  are  given  in  the  following  table  : — 


Municipal 

Health 

Centre 

Bitpham 

Hawes 

Side 

Layton 

Mereside 

Tot* 

Children  under  1 year  : 

First  Visits 

508 

302 

388 

199 

71 

1,468 

Total  Visits 

4,506 

3,951 

4,852 

2,571 

1,077 

1 6,947 

Children  I — 5 years  : 

Total  Visits 

627 

1,230 

978 

402 

321 

3,558 

No.  of  children  who  attended  during 
the  year  and  who  were  born  in  : 

1958 

415 

280 

349 

65 

174 

1,283 

1957 

86 

67 

66 

62 

47 

328 

1956/53 

55 

42 

35 

83 

28 

243 

No.  of  Sessions  per  year 

103 

100 

101 

51 

50 

405 

Averaie  attendances  per  session 

49.8 

51.8 

57.6 

58.3 

28.0 

50.6 

The  first  session  of  tfie  new  clinic  on  the  Mereside  Housing  Estate  was  held 
on  the  20th  January,  and  the  joint  official  opening  by  His  Worship  the  Mayor  on 
behalf  of  the  Health  Committee  and  Libraries  Committee  took  place  on  the  13th 
September,  1938.  During  the  year  an  average  of  28  attendances  were  made. 

The  total  average  for  all  clinics  is  30.6  and  whilst  Bispham  and  Layton  Clinic 
averages  have  increased,  the  averages  of  the  Health  Centre  and  Hawes  Side  Clinics 
have  decreased. 

These  facts  tend  to  show  that  the  opening  of  the  clinic  has  produced  a general 
increase  in  attendances,  and  the  public  previously  attending  the  latter  clinics, 
together  with  new  attenders,  hav'e  now  found  the  new  clinic  more  convenient. 

All  the  babies  who  attend  the  Centres  are  seen  and  weighed  by  the  Health 
Visitors  on  each  visit,  whilst  the  Medical  Officer  in  attendance  sees  and  examines 
all  newcomers  and  is  always  ready  and  willing  to  see  those  whose  mothers  have 
specific  problems  of  feeding,  child  management,  or  illness. 

During  the  latter  stage  of  the  year  the  question  of  providing  clinic  facilities 
in  the  well  populated  south  west  part  of  the  town  was  raised,  and  it  was  agreed, 
subject  to  the  approval  of  the  Minister  of  Health,  to  establish  a part-time  clinic 
on  one  half  day  each  week.  The  hall  of  the  Unitarian  Church,  Thames  Road, 
was  chosen  as  the  most  advantageous  site,  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  terms  with 
the  church  authorities  were  being  negotiated. 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS.  Ante-Natal  Sessions  are  held  weekly  and  are  attend- 
ed by  the  assistant  Medical  Officers  and  the  midwives  from  the  areas  served  by 
these  clinics,  which  enables  them  to  see  their  patients  with  the  doctor. 

412  sessions  were  held  during  the  year  at  which  there  was  a total  of  10,736 
attendances  by  1790  expectant  mothers,  an  average  attendance  of  26  per  expectant 
mother. 

It  will  be  noted  that  there  is  a reduction  in  the  number  of  women  that 
attended  the  clinics,  but  these  patients  made  moi'e  attendances,  which  is  undoubt- 
edly due  to  the  proximity  of  the  new  clinic. 
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Attendances  at  the  ante-natal  clinics  during  the  year  were  as  follows : — 


Municipal 

Health 

Centre 

Bispham 

Hawes 

Side 

Layton 

Mereside 

Total 

First  visits 

547 

233 

320 

138 

53 

1,291 

Total  visits 

4,371 

2,178 

2,478 

1,210 

499 

10,736 

Number  of  women  who 
attended  during  the  year 

748 

338 

421 

209 

74 

— 

1,790 

Number  of  clinic  sessions 
per  year 

101 

104 

103 

52 

52 

412 

Av.  attendance  per  session 

43.2 

20.9 

24.0 

23.2 

9.6 

26.0 

LIGHT  TREATMENT,  EXERCISE  & MASSAGE-  Certain  services  are  available 
at  all  the  Clinics,  but  the  Municipal  Health  Centre,  equipped  with  Kromayer  Lamps, 
Sollux  Lamps,  Alpine  Burners,  Dual  Therapy  Hanovia 
izers,  is  able  to  provide  all  types  of  treatment. 

The  branch  clinics  are  equipped  as  follows  : — 

Bispham  Clinic  — Alpine  Sun  Lamp 

— Sollux  Lamp 

— Exercise  Rail 

Hawes  Side  Clinic  — Exercise  Rail 

— Centrosol  Burner 

Layton  Clinic  — Exercise  Rail  only 

Mereside  Clinic  — Exercise  Rail  only 

Hawes  Side  and  Bispham  Clinics  are  thus  able  to  provide  treatment  for  ex- 
pectant and  nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children,  but  at  Layton  and  Mereside 
Clinics  only  ante-natal  exercises  are  available. 


Lamps,  and  Infra  Red  Local- 


With  Infra  Red  Filament. 


CONFINEMENTS  IN  HOSPITAL  AND  ADMISSIONS  TO  HOSPITAL  ON  SOCIAL 
GROUNDS.  The  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital  Management  Committee  continue 
to  hold,  on  Friday  morning  of  each  week,  a special  ante-natal  booking  clinic  at 
the  Municipal  Health  Centre  tor  those  expectant  mothers  who  wish  to  have  their 
confinement  in  Glenroyd  Maternity  Hospital.  The  clinic  is  attended  by  the  Con- 
sultant Obstetrician  to  the  Hospital  Management  Committee. 

Usually  all  first  confinements  are  booked  but  other  cases  are  as.sessed  accord- 
ing to  their  medical  and  obstetrical  needs.  Those  considered  suitable  for  home 
confinement  are  referred  to  the  Health  Department  and  visited  by  the  district 
midwife,  who,  if  she  feels  that  the  home  conditions  are  satisfactory,  books  the 
case.  Should  the  home  environment  be  unsuitable  a report  to  that  effect  is  for- 
warded to  the  Glenroyd  Maternity  Hospital  and  the  patient  is  usually  allocated 
a bed  in  the  hospital.  During  the  year  282  cases  were  investigated  and  of  this 
number  90  were  booked  as  home  confinements  and  185  were  booked  for  confine- 
ment in  Glenroyd.  The  remaining  7 were  booked  for  hospitals  outside  the  borough 
or  made  private  arrangements. 


POST-NATAL  SERVICES.  Post-Natal  Clinics  are  held  once  a week  at  the 
Municipal  Health  Centre,  once  every  fourth  week  at  Bispham  and  Layton  Centres, 
and  every  second  week  at  the  South  Shore  Centre.  All  mothers  who  have  attended 
the  ante-natal  clinics  are  given  an  appointment  for  an  examination  six  weeks  after 
confinement.  Where  necessary  the  patient  is  referred  to  the  Consultant  Gynaecol- 
ogist at  the  Victoria  Hospital.  During  the  year  705  women  attended  the  clinic, 
678  of  which  were  new  patients,  and  in  all  872  attendances  were  made- 
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BIRTH  CONTROL  CLINIC.  Owing  to  the  small  attendance  only  one  session 
every  three  weeks  is  held.  73  patients  were  seen  at  the  clinic  during  the  year, 
2 1 being  new  patients.  The  73  patients  made  202  attendances  at  18  sessions, 
making  an  average  attendance  of  11.2  per  session. 

During  the  year  representation  was  made  to  the  Council  by  the  Family  Plan- 
ning Association  requesting  permission  to  use  Local  Authority  premises.  Previously 
this  Association  had  used  privately  owned  property  in  the  town. 

The  Council  agreed  to  allow  use  of  the  Health  Centre  Clinic  on  Tuesday 
morning  and  Thursday  evening  of  each  week,  a nominal  fee  being  paid  for  each 
session. 

Consequent  of  these  arrangements,  it  was  decided  that  all  cases  on  the  books 
of  my  Birth  Control  Clinic  be  automatically  transferred  over  to  the  Blackpool  and 
Fylde  Family  Planning  Clinic.  A fee  for  each  case  referred  to  them  by  the  Health 
Department  would  be  payable  by  the  Local  Authority  to  the  clinic.  These  cases 
are,  of  course,  confined  to  those  requiring  advice  and  supplies  on  medical  grounds 
only. 
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The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  treated  and  attendances  at 
the  various  sunlight  clinics 
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DAY  NURSERIES.  There  is  one  Day  Nursery  situated  at  the  comer  of  Caunce 
Street  and  Devonshire  Road,  which  is  a non-residential  nursery  and  has  accommod- 
ation for  50.  The  Council  have  adhered  to  the  policy  that  only  the  following 
priority  classes  should  be  able  to  place  a child  in  the  nursery  unless  there  are 
exceptional  circumstances  : 

(i)  Unmarried  mothers. 

(ii)  Widows. 

(iii)  Mothers  not  living  with,  or  supported  by  their  husbands,  and  not 
in  receipt  of  a separation,  or  similar  allowance- 

(iv)  Mothers  whose  husbands  are  incapacitated  by  reason  of  ill-health 
or  who  are  themselves  similarly  incapacitated. 

(v)  Mothers  whose  husbands  are  serving  in  H.M.  Forces. 

During  the  school  terms  the  dinner  meal  is  obtained  from  the  school  kitchens, 
but  as  the  Education  authority  now  close  down  the  kitchens  during  school  holidays, 
cooking  during  this  period  is  carried  out  by  the  Day  Nursery  staff. 

The  following  table  gives  information  regarding  the  attendances,  staff  and 
numbers  of  mothers  released  for  employment  : — 


STAFF. 


Matron 

Nursery  Nurse 

Nursery 

Assistants 

Domestics 

1 

1 

1 

1 

ATTENDANCES. 


Total 

Average  Daily 

Monday  to  Friday 

3,857 

15.0 

Saturday 

208 

4.3 

The  number  of  mothers  released  for  employment  during  the  year  is  : 41. 

NURSERIES  & CHILD  MINDERS  REGULATIONS  ACT,  1948.  Four  applications 
for  registration  under  the  above  regulations  were  received,  one  being  withdrawn 
before  consideration,  and  one  being  refused  owing  to  the  unsatisfactory  condition 
of  the  premises.  The  remaining  two  were  approved  to  take  15  and  6 children 
respectively.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the  following  position  existed  : 

Nurseries  i — 20  children. 

Daily  Minders  2 — 38  children. 

WELFARE  FOODS.  Cod  Liver  Oil.  Orange  Juice,  Vitamin  Tablets  and  National 
Dried  Milk  can  be  obtained  in  exchange  for  postage  stamps  at  the  Health  Centre 
Clinic  between  9-15  a.m.  and  5 0 p.m.  Monday  to  Fridays,  and  from  9-15  to  11-45 
a.m.  on  Saturdays.  These  items  are  also  available  at  certain  clinic  sessions  at 
Bispham,  Layton  , Hawes  Side  and  Mereside.  Proprietory  brands  of  welfare 
foods  are  also  supplied  if  the  Medical  Officer  considers  it  desirable. 
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The  following  table  gives  information  of  the  various  welfare  foods  distributed 
during  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1958. 


National 

Dried  Milk 

Cod  Liver 

Oil 

Vitamins 

Orange 

Juice 

Proprietary  Brands 
Welfare  Foods 

28,033 

5,151 

4,849 

58,957 

20,124 

The  total  receipts  for  these  issues  amounted  to  : 


Ex-M.O.F. 
Welfare  Foods 

Proprietary  Brands 
Welfare  Foods 

£4,063 

£2,230 

MOTHER  AND  BAB'l'  HOMES.  An  annual  grant  is  made  by  the  Corporation 
to  the  Fylde  House  of  Help  and  the  Lancaster  Diocesan  Protection  and  Rescue 
Society ; the  former  association  arranges  accommodation  for  the  unmarried  mother 
to  have  her  confinement  and  the  latter  maintains  a home  for  such  cases.  Main- 
tenance fees  incurred  in  respect  of  Blackpool  cases  are  also  met.  Three  women 
for  whom  this  authority  was  responsible  were  admitted  to  accommodation  outside 
the  borough  secured  by  the  above  organisation  during  the  year. 

ILLEGITIMATE  CHILDREN.  The  major  portion  of  the  social  work  in  Black- 
pool in  this  particular  sphere  is  carried  on  by  the  Fylde  House  of  Help,  the 
Lancaster  Diocesan  Protection  and  Rescue  Society,  and  the  Health  Visitors  of  the 
department.  In  those  cases  where  the  question  of  adoption  arises  the  Children’s 
Officer  is  affected,  and  in  certain  instances  the  Probation  Officer  is  also  concerned- 


DENTAL  CARE  OF  EXPECTANT  AND  NURSING  MOTHERS 

During  the  year  the  practice  of  having  part  time  use  of  the  dental  clinics 
situated  at  Bennett  Avenue,  Ashburton  Road,  and  350  Lytham  Road,  has  continued, 
but  the  setting  aside  exclusive  sessions  for  advice  and  treatment  to  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  children  under  five  has  not  proved  a practical  proposition. 
The  staff  of  the  clinics  are  now  available  to  carry  out  this  work  as  and  when 
required  to  do  so  by  my  assistants. 

The  number  of  mothers,  however,  who  are  referred  for  treatment  is  far  below 
that  expected.  The  tables  below  show  the  numbers  provided  with  dental  care 
and  also  forms  of  dental  treatment  provided.  Sessions  devoted  to  maternity  and 
child  welfare  patients  during  the  year  numbered  only  20. 


A.  NUMBERS  PROVIDED  WITH  DENTAL  CARE 


(1) 

Examined 

(2) 

Needing 

Treatment 

(3) 

Treated 

(4) 

Made 

Dentally  Fit 
(5) 

Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers  . . 

5 

5 

5 

5 

Children  under  Five  

4 

3 

3 

3 

B.  FORMS  OF  DENTAL  TREATMENT  PROVIDED. 


Scalingt 
and  Gum 
Treatment 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treatment 

General 

Anaesthetics 

Dentures 

Provided 

Fillings 

Crowns 
or  inlays 

Extractions 

Full  Upper 
or  Lower 

Partial 
Upper  or 
Lower 

Radiographs 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

(7) 

(8) 

(9) 

(10 

Expectant  & 
Nursing 

Mothers 

2 

3 

— 

— 

2 

— 

2 

1 

— 

Children 
under  Five 

— 

— 

— 

— 

7 

2 

— 

— 

— 
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CARE  OF  PREMATURE  INFANTS.  Every  effort  was  made  during  the  year 
to  ensure  that  special  care  was  given  to  all  premature  births.  All  such  births 
receive  an  early  visit  by  the  Health  Visitor.  The  following  table  gives  details  of 
premature  live  births  in  the  borough  after  adjustment  for  transferred  notifications, 
classified  according  to  place  of  birth,  birth  weight  and  period  of  survival  after 
birth.  From  this  chart  it  will  be  noticed  that  there  were  126  premature  births 
103  of  which  survived  for  one  month.  Of  this  number  no  were  born  in  hospital 
and  of  these  87  survived  for  one  month-  Details  of  premature  still-births  classified 
according  to  place  of  birth  and  birth  weight  are  also  given. 


24 


ui 

5 ? OOP 
,2  “ = s o 
c -C 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

HSf 

<m 

Born 

ot 

home 

- 

1 

pm 

- 

m 

Born 

in 

hos- 

pital 

- 

lA 

in 

25 

PREMATURE  LIVE  BIRTHS 

Born  in  nursing 
home  and 
transferred  to 
hospital  on  or 
before  28th  day 

1 

"p 

o 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

1 

1 

i 

1 

1 

Born  in  nursing 
home  and  nursed 
entirely  there 

Total 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

1 

1 

- 

- 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth  I 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Born  at  home  and 
transferred  to 
hospital  on  or 
before  28th  day 

Total 

1 

- 

1 

1 

pm 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

- 

1 

1 

•• 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Born  at  home  and 
nursed  entirely 
at  home 

Total 

1 

m 

- 

o 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

1 

m 

- 

o 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Born  in  Hospital 

Total 

o 

m 

IS 

oo 

m 

Oil 

Sur- 

vived 

28 

days 

- 

in 

in 

r** 

00 

Died 

within 

24 

hrs.  of 
birth 

m 

in 

m 

m 

Weight  at 

c 

k 

5 

3 lb.  4 ozs.  or  less 

Over  3 lb.  4 oz.  up 
to  and  including 

4 lb.  6 oz. 

Over  4 lb.  6 oz.  up 
to  and  including 

4 lb.  ISoz. 

Over  4 lb.  1 S oz.  up 
to  and  including 

5 lb.  8 oz. 

Totals 
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SECTION  23— MIDWIFERY  SERVICE 


On  the  I St  February,  1958,  37  midwives  were  registered  as  intending  to  prac- 
tise in  the  borough.  This  number  is  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Regional  Hospital  Board  ...  30 

Municipal  Service  ...  6 

Private  Practice  ...  i 

Twenty-two  of  the  midwives  were  qualified  to  administer  gas  and  air  analgesia, 
During  the  year  the  midwives  attended  a total  of  2,014  cases. 

Three  midwives  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  attended  a post-certificate  course 
of  instruction  during  the  year. 

Each  of  the  5 Municipal  Midwives  is  allotted  a specific  district,  but  she  is  not 
necessarily  strictly  confined  to  the  area  allotted  to  her,  and  may,  if  necessary, 
attend  cases  outside  her  normal  area  particularly  during  the  holidays  and  sickness 
of  other  midwives. 

The  midwives  attend  ante-natal  sessions  held  at  the  Borough  clinics  where 
they  are  able  to  see  their  own  patients  and  discuss  them  with  the  doctor  in 
attendance.  This  arrangement  is  beneficial  both  to  the  midwife  and  patient. 
During  the  year  32  midwives  sessions  (no  medical  officer  being  present)  were  held, 
and  to  these  504  attendances  were  made. 

* 

Municipal  midwives  are  encouraged  to  use  motor  cars  in  connection  with 
their  duties,  and  in  this  respect  they  are  reimbursed  by  a mileage  allowance.  At 
the  end  of  the  year  2 of  the  3 midwives  were  using  private  cars,  and  the  3 remain- 
ing midwives  used  buses  and  trams,  being  reimbursed  accordingly.  In  the  latter 
cases  the  ambulances  are  made  available  for  the  transportation  of  medical  equip- 
ment. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  cases  attended  by  all  midwives  in  the  borough 
during  1938  : — 


Confinements 

attended 

Confinements  with  use  of 

Pethedine 

Trilene 

Cas  /Air 
Analgesia 

(a)  Local  Health  Authority  Services  — 
Municipal  Midwives 

388 

168 

9 

333 

(b)  Hospital  Services  : — 

In  State  Hospitals 

1626 

936 

956 

349 

(c)  In  Private  Practice  : — 

Domiciliary,  Nursing  Homes,  etc. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total  — All  Services 

2014 

1104 

965 

682 
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SECTION  24— HEALTH  VISITING 


The  Health  Visitors  are  responsible  for  visiting  homes  to  advise  on  the  care 
and  management  of  infants.  They  also  attend  the  Infant  Welfare,  Ante-natal  and 
Vaccination  and  Immunisation  Clinics  where  they  are  available  for  advice  and 
generally  assist  the  Medical  Olhcers  in  their  work. 


Every  birth  is  notified  to  the  appropriate  Health  Visitor  who  visits  the  mother 
and  baby  as  soon  as  possible,  usually  after  the  fourteenth  day  after  birth-  Re- 
visits are  made  periodically  to  these  homes,  and  the  mothers  are  encouraged  to 
bring  the  child  for  weighing  and  medical  check.  On  attaining  school  age  the 
child  passes  from  the  care  of  the  Health  Visitor  to  the  School  Nurse,  but  as  this 
is  a most  unsatisfactory  procedure,  the  possibilities  of  an  integrated  service  are 
being  explored,  ft  is  felt  that  the  appointment  of  combined  Health  Visitors  and 
School  Nurses  would  be  an  advantage,  and,  in  addition,  aid  recruitment. 


The  Health  Visitor’s  work  is  no  longer  confined  to  the  mother  and  child,  but 
is  concerned  with  the  well-being  of  the  whole  family. 

The  establishment  of  Health  Visitors  is  i2,  and  the  actual  number  employed 
at  the  end  of  the  year  is  lo.  The  staffing  position  has  improved  since  the  previous 
year  when  only  8 were  employed.  Notwithstanding  difficulty  is  still  being  ex- 
perienced in  obtaining  a full  complement. 

Health  Visitors  operate  from  clinics  which  have  been  placed  as  advantageously 
as  possible  throughout  the  town  to  provide  services  to  that  portion  of  the  public 
which  requires  them  most.  Arrangements  are  made  so  that  they  may  devote  as 
much  time  as  possible  to  home  visiting,  and  the  two  part-time  State  Registered 
Nurses  have  been  retained  to  attend  clinic  sessions  to  enable  this  to  be  done. 
Permission  has  now  been  granted  to  3 of  the  Health  Visitors  to  use  their  private 
cars  for  visiting,  and  a mileage  allowance  is  paid  to  them. 


The  following  table  gives  details  of  the  visits  made  by  the  Health  Visitors 
during  the  year.  It  is  noticeable  that  during  1958  there  was  a marked  increase 
in  the  number  of  visits,  but  there  was  a decrease  in  the  number  of  visits  (e). 


(a)  To  expectant  mothers  : 


(i)  First,  visits  : 

(ii)  Total  visits  : 

1955 

180 

267 

1956 

104 

129 

1957 

172 

220 

1958 

238 

308 

(b)  To  children  under  one  year  of  age  : 

(i)  First  visits: 

(ii)  Total  visits  : 

1557 

6536 

1709 

4608 

1801 

5353 

1789 

7020 

(c)  To  children  age  i and  under  12  years  : 
Total  visits: 

4099 

2369 

2643 

3552 

(d)  To  children  age  2 but  under  5 years  : 
Total  visits : ...  ...  

7893 

5234 

5883 

6954 

(e)  To  other  cases  (except  School  Children)  : 
Total  visits  : ...  

2607 

973 

3465 

1005 
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SECTION  25— HOME  NURSING 

District  Nurses  are  the  handmaidens  of  the  general  practitioners,  and  their 
work  continues  to  increase  as  their  services  are  being  requested  more  and  more 
both  by  general  practitioners  and  to  deal' with  dressings  ot  cases  discharged  from 
hospital.  There  can  be  no  doubt  that  were  it  not  for  the  regular  attendance  of 
District  Nurses,  many  of  the  patients  who  are  bedridden  at  home  would  have  to 
be  removed  to  hospital  in  order  to  receive  adequate  nursing  care. 

The  establishment  of  Home  Nurses  is  25,  although  by  the  end  of  the  year 
the  strength  was  2i  females  and  one  male.  During  the  year  one  Home  Nurse 
attended  a Queen’s  Post  Graduate  Course  at  Cambridge. 

The  increased  number  of  patients  receiving  injections,  and  injections  given, 
tends  to  show  that  doctors  are  taking  advantage  of  this  important  service,  and  the 
tabulation  below  shows  the  number  of  patients  attended  and  the  injections  given- 


Patients. 

Injections. 

Anaemia 

1552 

8325 

Anti-biotics 

218 

2267 

Diabetic 

341 

7398 

Diuretics 

1607 

8529 

Vitamins 

1047 

3788 

Others 

108 

870 

4873 

33177 

During  the  season  there 

was  again  a demand  for  home 

nursing  attention  to 

visitors,  and  1210  visits  were  necessitated,  this  being  a decrease  on  the  number  of 
visits  made  last  year.  The  numbers  of  patients  visited  are  classified  below  : — 
Surgical  dressings  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

General  Nursing  Care  ...  ...  ...  10 

Enema  ...  7 

Insulin  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Other  Injections  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  92 

Transportation  of  District  Nurses  is  at  present  varied,  and  in  three  cases  the 
Council  has  agreed  to  permit  use  of  private  cars  in  districts  of  a scattered  nature. 
Reimbursement  is  made  monthly  according  to  mileage.  Others  who  use  auto- 
cycles or  power  pedal  cycles  are  reimbursed  by  an  annual  allowance,  otherwise 
tram  and  bus  fares  are  allowable.  It  may  be  said  that  powered  transport  has 
been  a boon  to  the  nurses  who  are  now  able  to  cover  rapidly  the  distance  between 
cases. 

The  following  table  indicates  the  type  of  work  undertaken  by  District  Nurses 
during  the  whole  of  the  twelve  months  ended  31st  December,  1938,  including 
the  figures  previously  given  in  respect  of  visitors  : — 


Analysis  of  Cases 

Visits  to 

all  Cases 

Under  5 

5-65 

Over  65 

Total 

Under S 

5-65  ; 

Ov-er  65 

Total 

Tuberculosis  : 

(a)  Nursing  Care 

22 

15 

37 

(b)  Streptomycin 

— 

26 

5 

31 

— : 

1217 

230 

1447 

Cancer  

— 

58 

74 

132 

— . 

1044 

2267 

3331 

Heart  

— 

108 

239 

347 

— i 

2869 

6099 

8968 

Diabetic  

' 

32 

88 

120 

— ; 

1990! 

5442 

7432 

Other  Medical 

9 

497 

742 

1248 

65 

8678! 

14144 

22887 

Other  Surgical 

8 

205 

245 

458 

293 

3490; 

5013 

8796 

Infectious  Diseases 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 i 

— ^ 

— 

2 

Maternal  Complications 

2 

13 

— 

15 

34 

95 

— 

129 

Chronic  

1 

36 

431 

468 

9 ! 

15071 

12628 

14144 

Others 

2 

6 

8 

— 1 

3; 

57 

60 

TOTALS  

21 

977 

1830 

2828 

403 

20915^ 

45915 

67233 
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SECTION  26— VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION.  The  Immunisation  Clinics  held  throughout 
the  town  continued  during  the  year  to  be  well  attended.  The  arrangements  where- 
by there  were  separate  immunisation  Clinics  from  the  normal  Child  Welfare  Clinics 
resulted  in  increased  attendances.  Mothers  are  constantly  encouraged  to  bring 
their  babies  to  the  Clinic  for  immunisation  from  the  age  of  three  months  onwards. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  a majority  of  the  general  practitioners  in  the  town 
were  taking  part  in  the  arrangements  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  1946, 
whereby  doctors  who  immunise  their  own  patients  under  the  Local  Health  Author- 
ity’s approved  arrangements  may  obtain  free  supplies  of  prophylactic  and  receive 
a fee  of  5/-  per  case  upon  the  receipt  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  a com- 
pleted record  card. 

The  School  Medical  Service  continued  to  carry  out  periodical  visits  to  schools 
in  order  to  carry  out  booster  injections  to  children  who  had  had  primary  injections 
previously. 

During  the  year  1468  children  received  a full  course  of  immunisation  against 
diphtheria,  whilst  2113  children  who  had  previously  received  a full  course  were 
given  a reinforcement  dose. 

Verbal  propaganda  by  Medical  Officers  and  Health  Visitors  in  the  course  of 
their  duties,  and  in  addition  the  distribution  of  leaflets,  is  used  with  a view  to 
persuading  parents  and  the  public  generally  as  to  the  value  of  immunisation. 

Triple  antigen  (diphtheria,  whooping  cough  and  tetanus)  was  used  for  all 
injections  given  at  local  authority  clinics  and  by  general  practitioners  with  very 
few  exceptions,  but  school  children  are  given  T.A.F.  (toxoid  antitoxin  floccules) 
which  was  made  available  by  the  Ministry  replacing  A.P.T.  (alum  precipitated 
toxoid)  which  according  to  a medical  research  Council  report  involves  some  risk 
of  provoking  paralysis  due  to  poliomyelitis. 


Age  at  date  of  final  injection  (as  regards  (a)  and 
(b)  or  of  re-inforcing  injection  (as  regards  (b)) 

Under  1 

1-4 

5—14 

Total 

Diphtheria 

Immunisation 

(a)  Number  of  children  who  comp- 
leted a full  course  of  primary 
immunisation  (including  temp- 
orary residents)  during  the  year 

858 

295 

315 

1468 

(b)  Number  of  children  who  receiyed 
a secondary  (reinforcing)  injec- 
tion (i.e.  subsequently  to  prim- 
ary immunisation  at  an  earlier 
age)  during  the  year 

— 

162 

1951 

2113 

Whooping  Cough 
Immunisation 

(c)  Number  of  children  who  com- 
pleted a full  course  of  immun- 
rsation  (including  temporary  res- 
idents) during  the  year 

856 

240 

22 

1118 

Of  the  total  injections  shown  at  (a)  and  (b)  in  the  above  table,  297  and  1894 
injections  respectively  were  given  at  sessions  conducted  by  the  school  medical 
service  and  282  and  104  respectively  by  Medical  Practitioners.  In  addition  135 
Whooping  Cough  Booster  doses  were  given. 
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VACCINATION — SMALLPOX.  Vaccination  Clinics  at  the  same  time  as  Diph- 
theria Immunisation  Clinics  were  held  throughout  the  town.  In  addition  to  these 
clinics  58  general  practitioners  were  taking  part  at  the  end  of  the  year  under  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946,  whereoy  doctors  who  vaccinate  their  own 
patients  under  the  Local  Health  Authority’s  approved  arrangements  receive  a fee 
of  5/-  per  case  upon  the  receipt  of  a completed  record  card  by  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health.  During  the  year  1150  vaccinations  were  carried  out  and  in  addition 
there  were  31 1 re-vaccinations. 

A large  number  of  the  vaccinations  undertaken  by  the  Authority’s  Medical 
Officers  are  in  respect  of  members  of  the  public  who  are  emigrating  abroad. 
During  the  year  no  complications  of  vaccinations  occurred.  The  number  of  newly- 
born  babies  who  are  vaccinated  is  far  from  satisfactory  and  only  52%  of  all  newly- 
born  babies  in  the  town  were  vaccinated  during  the  year,  but  this  is  an  improve- 
ment on  the  1957  figure,  i.e.  48%. 

Verbal  propaganda  by  Medical  Officers  and  Health  Visitors  in  the  course  of 
their  duties  and  in  addition  the  distribution  of  leaflets,  is  used  with  a view  to 
persuading  parents  and  the  public  generally  as  to  the  value  of  vaccination. 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  persons  by  age  groups  vaccinated 
during  the  year : 


Age  at  date  of 
vaccination 

Under  1 

1 

2 to  4 

5 to  14 

1 5 or 
over 

Emigrants  ; Total 

No.  vaccinated 

881 

59 

69 

33 

45 

63  1150 

No.  re-vaccinated 

— 

2 

7 

31 

122 

149  311 

VACCINATION — POLIOMYELITIS.  At  the  commencement  of  the  year  the 
scheme  offering  vaccination  against  poliomyelitis  was  as  mentioned  in  my  1937 
report,  but  in  September  1958  the  Minister  directed  that  the  scheme  be  extended 
by  an  offer  of  vaccination  to  persons  born  in  the  years  1933-1942,  and  also  that 
third  injections  be  given.  The  Minister  recommended  that  the  third  injection  be 
given  not  less  than  seven  months  after  the  second,  and  this,  on  general  biological 
grounds  could  be  assumed  to  reinforce  and  prolong  the  degree  of  immunity. 
Priority,  however,  is  given  to  first  and  second  injections. 

In  January  of  this  year  the  first  issue  of  American  and  Canadian  Salk  Vaccine 
was  received,  and  during  the  year  28,550  c.cs.  of  this  vaccine,  plus  1,678  c.cs.  of 
vaccine  of  British  manufacture,  were  received. 

The  increased  supply  of  vaccine  enabled  me  to  step  up  vaccinations  and  also 
distribute  vaccine  to  the  medical  practitioners  who  had  indicated  their  willingness 
to  participate  in  the  scheme. 

During  the  year  sessions  were  arranged  when  vaccine  became  available,  and 
below  is  the  position  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

1st  injection  2nd  injection  3rd  injection  awaiting  injections 
2,800  10,855  4,359  530 

Success  in  reducing  the  number  of  persons  awaiting  vaccination  from  7,982  to 
530  is  due  to  the  vaccine  becoming  available  and  to  the  acceptance  of  the  public 
that  the  Salk  vaccine,  originally  viewed  with  suspicion,  has  proved  safe.  British 
vaccine  throughout  the  year  has  been  in  short  supply,  but  the  majority  of  the 
parents  have  elected  to  take  the  Salk  rather  than  allow  their  children  to  go  un- 
vaccinated. 

At  the  year  end  it  can  be  definitely  stated  that  all  persons  requiring  vaccination 
can  be  injected,  and  that  the  vaccine  in  hand  exceeds  the  demand  from  eligible 
persons. 
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SECTION  27— AMBULANCE  SERVICE 

On  the  4th  April,  1958;  the  Contract  with  the  Invalid  Transport  Service  was 
teiminated,  and  the  Health  Committee  decided  that  the  vehicles  which  had  hereto- 
fore been  based  at  the  Transport  Depot  and  carried  out  all  local  work  other  than 
infectious  cases  would  be  supplemented  and  placed  under  the  joint  control  of  the 
Medical  Oliicer  of  Health  and  Transport  Manager. 

The  position  at  the  4th  April  was  as  follows  : — 


AGENCY  SERVICE. 

10  ambulances,  3 sitting  case  cars. 

Patients  conveyed  out  of  Borough  : 

By  ambulance 

By  car  

Patienfs  conveyed  into  Borough  : 

By  ambulance  ...  

By  car  

Local  Removals  (Infectious  and  T.B.  Cases) 

LOCAL  AUTHORITY  SEiRVICE. 

No.  of  ambulances  : — 5. 

No.  of  sitting  cars  : — 3. 

No.  of  personnel  employed  : 
Supervisor — i. 

Drivers — 15. 

Attendants — ii. 

Patients  conveyed  : 


Cases. 

By  ambulance  ...  ...  2,600  ) 

By  car  9,312  ) 

From  3th  April  to  31st  December,  1958  : 

Staff — 

Establishment 

Ambulance  Officer  i 

Drivers  ...  ...  30 

Attendants  ...  7 


Cases. 

Journeys. 

Miles. 

581 

428 

23,486 

185 

1 16 

7,040 

213 

182 

6,269 

20 

20 

1,070 

460 

241 

(not  recorded) 

Average 

Journeys.  Miles,  per  journey. 
4,921  28,843  5-8 


Strength  at  31-12-58 

I 

30 

6 


The  vacant  post  of  attendant  was  under  consideration  relative  to  a recom- 
mendation that  this  post  be  filled  by  a female.  The  object  of  this  change  in 
policy  was  that  she  could  be  respon.sible  for  undertaking  duties  on  the  switchboard 
and  radio  control.  A further  point  was  that  she  could  act  as  female  escort  on  a 
rail  journey.  An  extension  of  this  policy  to  a further  post  will  be  considered 
when  a vacancy  arises. 


Vehicles — 

No.  of  vehicles  : — 15  at  5-4-58. 
Ambulances  (Morris)  (Petrol)  ...  5 

Dual  Purpose  (Bedford)  (Petrol)  3 

Ambulances  (Dennis)  (Diesel)  ...  5 

Cars  (Morris  Cowley)  (Petrol)  ...  2 


No  replacements  were  made  to  these  vehicles  during  the  year,  but  it  was 
considered  that  two  of  the  Morris  ambulances  which  were  in  service  in  1949 
.should  be  replaced  in  the  current  financial  year. 

The  five  new  diesel  vehicles  have  operated  extremely  well,  and  a comparison 
of  costs  against  the  five  petrol  driven  ambulances  taken  over  a period  of  three 
months  gave  the  following  information  ; 
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No  of 


Total  Fuel  in  Miles  per  Fuel  Cost  Total  Fuel 

Mileage  gallons  gallon  per  mile  cost 


Ambulances  Engine 


5 Petrol 

5 Deisel 


20,110  2,026  9.9  ^j.3d.  £363 

18,001  574  31.4  i.4<i.  £104 


Ir  view  of  the  smooth  performance  plus  the  economic  advantages,  the  Health 
Committee  are  unanimous  in  their  policy  that  all  obsolete  ambulances  will  be 
replaced  by  diesel  engine  vehicles. 

All  ambulances  are  fitted  with  warning  bells  and  radio  control. 

The  following  table  summarises  the  cases  moved  during  period  5th  April  to 
31st  December,  1958. 

In  addition  to  the  figures  shown  the  following  work  has  been  carried 
out  during  the  year  : — 

Removal  of  Mental  Patients  by  Transport  Cars  and  charged  to  Ambulance  Service  ■ 


Cases. 

2 


Journeys. 

2 


Miles.  per  journey 

65  32.5 


Average  Miles 


32 


124  9565 


AMBULANCE  SERVICE-  ANNUAL  SUMMARY 


I 


Stretcher 

Sitting 

OUT  PATICNTS  iN" 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

OUT  PATIENTS  "OUT" 

. Stretcher 

Sitting 

HOSPITAL  ADMISSIONS 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

HOSPITAL  DISCHARGES 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

HOSPITAL  TRANSFERS 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

NURSING  HOMES,  CONVALESCENT  HOMES 
(Admissions,  Discharges  & Transfers] 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

CHEST  CLINIC 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

MIDWIVES 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

MENTAL  HEALTH 

BODIES  TO  MORTUARY 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

OCCUPATION  CENTRE 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

CRECHE 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

EMERGENCIES 

Stretcher 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE 

Sitting 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

ROOM  TO  ROOM 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

CLENROYD 

Stretcher 

BLESMA 

Sitting  . 

Stretcher 

Sitting 

HEALTH  CENTRE 

Stretcher 

TRAIN 

Sitting 

Stretcher 

MISCELLANEOUS 

Sitting 

Stretcher 

TOTAL  PATIENTS 

Sitting 

Ambulance 

D.  Purpose 

JOURNEYS  INVOLVING  PATIENT 

Cars 

Ambulance 

D.  Purpose 

SPECIAL  JOURNEYS 

Cars 

Ambulance 

0.  Purpose 

WASTED  JOURNEYS 

Cars 

Ambulance 

D.  Purpose 

MILEAGE 

Cars 

Private  Car  Service  : 

3,647  children  were  transported  to  and  from  the  Occupation  Centre,  supplem- 
enting the  use  of  the  Town  Anibulance  which  transported  2,318  children. 

The  use  of  the  private  car  service  was  discontinued  on  the  30th  September, 
1938,  and  the  ambulance  transport  was  utilised  to  transport  all  children  needing 
transport.  Of  these  the  local  authority  bore  the  cost  of  17  cases. 


Patients  conveyed  by  rail : 


Cases.  Journeys. 

50  50 


Miles. 

7.441 


Average  Miles 

per  journey. 
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The  special  type  of  stretchers  for  conveying  patients  by  rail  were  received  at 
the  latter  end  of  the  year.  These  were,  therefore,  not  put  into  use  during  the 
year  except  on  one  occasion. 

It  is  still  felt  that  transportation  of  patients  in  appropriate  cases  by  rail  is  of 
benefit  to  the  patient  in  that  it  is  often  a more  comfortable  ride  and  quicker 
journey,  and  every  effort  is  made  to  bring  to  the  attention  of  medical  practitioners 
and  hospitals  the  desirability  of  increasing  the  numbers  that  could  be  safely  and 
effectively  transported  by  these  means. 


SECTION  28— PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE 

PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS.  The  circulation  of  exhibition  posters  and  leaflets 
was  continued  during  the  year,  and  in  addition  such  display  material  was  provided 
at  gas  and  electricity  showrooms,  libraries,  clinics,  public  buildings,  and  other 
prominent  points  within  the  town. 


LOAN  OF  EQUIPMENT.  The  scheme  whereby  the  authority  purchases 
medical  equipment  for  loan  to  the  public  who  require  short  term  possession  con- 
tinued through  the  year  and  the  following  shows  the  number  of  articles  loaned 


out  during  1938 

Bed  Pans  ...  ...  ...  84 

Bed  Rests  ...  73 

Air  Rings  ...  ...  ...  73 

Rubber  Sheets  ...  ...  84 

Invalid  Chairs  ...  ...  18 

Male  Urinals  ...  ...  30 

Female  Urinals  ...  ...  3 

Night  Commodes 16 

Crutches  ...  8 

Feeding  Cups  ...  ...  7 

Walking  Cradle  ...  ...  i 


A deposit  plus  charge  covering  three  months’  loan  is  payable  initially,  and 
thereon  the  article  can  be  renewed  at  the  end  of  each  three  months.  A refund  of 
the  deposit  is  made  when  the  article  is  returned  in  good  condition. 

Tuberculosis  patients  pay  deposits  only. 

On  occasions  requests  for  special  equipment  are  made  by  the  public,  and  each 
case  is  investigated  before  the  Committee  approval  is  sought  to  purchase.  At  the  present 
time  two  such  articles  are  on  loan,  i.e.  one  “Easicarri”  Hydraulic  Hoist  for  use  by 
a severely  crippled  patient  and  one  walking  machine  for  use  by  a patient  suffering 
from  Disseminated  Sclerosis. 

Deposits  and  loan  charges  are  requested  in  all  cases,  but  if  the  family  circum- 
stances warrant,  the  charges  may  be  waived. 
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TUBERCULOSIS.  Care  and  after-care  of  tuberculosis  patients  and  their  con- 
valescence is  carried  out  by  two  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors.  These  Health  Vis- 
itors carry  out  certain  duties  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  situated  at  the  Municipal  Health 
Centre,  Whitegate  Drive,  Blackpool,  and  work  from  this  Clinic  in  close  liaison 
with  the  chest  physicians  in  attendance. 

Contacts  of  all  newly  diagnosed  cases  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  are  visited 
without  delay  by  the  Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  and  are  invited  to  attend  at  the 
Health  Centre  for  X-ray  examination.  Contacts  are  also  advised  to  have  an  annual 
check  X-ray  to  ensure  that  if  infection  has  spread  it  is  detected  in  its  early  stages 
when  there  is  more  chance  of  the  patient  recovering  after  treatment.  The  follow- 
ing are  details  of  contacts  examined  at  the  Chest  Clinic,  notified  cases  of  tuber- 
culosis, and  numbers  of  contacts  subsequently  notified  as  tuberculosis. 


Year 

New 

Contacts 

Examined 

Total 

examinations 
of  contacts 

Notified 

cases 

Contacts 
subsequently 
notified  as 

1948 

281 

807 

263 

tuberculosis 

6 

1949 

231 

929 

169 

14 

1950 

274 

951 

169 

8 

1951 

316 

906 

i'^3 

I 

1952 

480 

1001 

i'^3 

8 

1953 

435 

766 

173 

14 

1954 

483 

766 

177 

16 

ms 

416 

636 

154 

3 

1956 

416 

641 

147 

9 

1957 

299 

550 

102 

10 

1958 

313 

6i£ 

115 

6 

Deaths  of  persons  suffering  from  tuberculosis  are  noted  from  the  weekly 
returns  of  deaths  submitted  by  the  local  Registrars  of  Births  and  Deaths  and  six 
persons  who  had  not  previously  been  notified  as  suffering  from  the  disease  were 
recorded  posthumously,  the  housholds  were  visited  and  contacts  were  invited  to 
attend  for  a check  Xray. 

B.C.G.  Vaccination  is  offered  to  all  children  and  young  persons  who  are  known 
contacts  of  a case  of  respiratory  tuberculosis  and  who  have  not  had  a primary 
infection.  During  the  year  126  persons  were  tuberculin  tested  to  ascertain  whether 
there  was  a primary  infection  or  not,  9 5 having  a negative  reaction,  and  the 
following  were  given  B.C.G.  vaccination. 


Under 
2 years 

44 


Over  2 yrs, 
and  under 
£ years 
12 


Over  £ yrs. 
and  under 
15  years 

19 


Over 
15  years 

4 


Total 


79 


As  yet  no  scheme  for  the  offering  of  B.C.G.  Vaccination  to  school-leavers,  i.e. 
the  13  years  plus  group,  has  been  formulated  by  this  Authority.  It  was  hoped 
that  the  scheme  would  be  introduced  during  the  year,  but  with  the  advent  of  the 
poliomyelitis  vaccination  scheme  delay  has  been  inevitable,  and  continued  pressure 
of  work  has  precluded  progress  in  that  direction. 


The  scheme  for  the  award  of  points  on  medical  grounds  to  applicants  for 
municipal  houses  has  not  changed  since  last  year,  and  8 cases  were  considered  on 
the  grounds  that  there  was  a tuberculosis  member  of  the  household  and  that  it 
was  desirable  that  he  or  she  should  have  separate  sleeping  accommodation. 


X-RAY  DEPARTMENT.  This  Department  continued  to  carry  out  a large  num- 
ber of  X-rays  on  behalf  of  the  Chest  Clinic  of  the  Blackpool  and  Fylde  Hospital 
Management  Committee,  and  miscellaneous  services,  and  the  following  table  shows 


details  of  the  films  taken  : — 

Large 

Small 

Chest  Clinic  

5620 

2531 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service 

128 

— 

Other  Services 

4 

164 

34 


The  following  figures  give  a summary  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the  three 
Tuberculosis  Health  Visitors  during  the  year  1958  : — 


Number  of  dispensary  sessions  attended 
Number  of  domiciliary  visits  ; 

Routine  visits  : 

(i)  New  cases  and  contacts 

(ii)  Old  cases  and  contacts 

(iii)  Other  chest  conditions 

(iv)  Undiagnosed  cases 

(v)  Others 

Total  visits  to  all  cases  : 


957 

1958 

611 

483 

162 

206 

2768 

1873 

17 

18 

17 

17 

38 

31 

3002 

2145 

In  addition  to  this  total,  364  visits  were  made  (classified  as  futile  as  access  to 
the  patients  could  not  be  gained). 

One  Tuberculosis  Visitor  retired  on  the  28th  February,  1938,  and  the  vacancy 
created  has  not  been  filled.  This,  no  doubt  accounts  for  the  steep  decline  in  the 
number  of  home  visits  to  existing  cases,  and  to  the  reduced  number  of  attendances 
at  dispensary  sessions. 


MINIATURE  _MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  SURVEY.  The  No.  i Radiography  Unit 
visited  the  town  tor  two  days  during  the  year,  for  the  purpose  of  X-raying  mem- 
bers of  the  staff  and  also  staff  of  other  departments  who  are  in  contact  with  child- 
ren. In  addition,  a large  store  in  the  town  who  had  requested  to  know  whether 
their  staff  could  be  fitted  in  were  included  in  the  arrangements. 


Dr.  J.  Capper,  the  .Medical  Director,  kindly  furnished  the  following  report 
on  this  visit : — 

Number  of  People  X-rayed 


Males 

Females 

Total 

Owen  Owen  employees  (Contacts) 

7 

79 

86 

Blackpool  Corporation  employees 

206 

367 

573 

General  Public  

I 

I 

2 

214 

447 

661 

From  these  X-rays  the  following  abnormalities  were  discovered  : 

Blackpool  Corporation  Employees 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Tuberculosis  requiring  treatment 

— 

I 

I 

Tuberculosis  requiring  occasional  supervision 

— 

2 

2 

Healed  tuberculosis 

I 

— 

I 

PREVENTION  OF  BREAK-UP  OF  FAMILIES.  The  department  has  continued 
its  vigilance  by  visits  of  Health  Visitors  where  it  is  known  that  families  are  in  need 
of  help  with  their  domestic  problems. 

One  case,  an  unmarried  mother,  prosecuted  for  neglect  of  child,  was  brought 
to  my  attention  by  the  Probation  Officer,  and  the  Health  Committee  agreed  to  the 
recommendation  that  Miss  D.  would  benefit  from  a period  of  training  at  Crowley 
House,  and  accordingly  agreed  to  meet  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  this  mother  and 
child  for  a period  of  13  weeks.  The  National  Assistance  Board  agreed  to  make  a 
contribution  direct  to  the  General  Secretary  of  the  Home,  and  allow  Miss  D.  pocket 
money  during  her  stay. 

A report  submitted  by  the  warden  of  the  Home  tends  to  show  that  Miss  D. 
is  not  a lost  cause,  and  providing  her  relationship  with  her  mother  remains  equable, 
she  could  lead  a useful  life  and  give  the  child  the  care  and  affection  it  requires. 


SECTION  29— DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE 


On  the  3^5^  December,  i95^»  the  staff  consisted  of  one  supervisor  and  58 
domestic  helps,  of  whom  38  were  full-time  and  20  part-time.  The  number  of 
Home  Helps,  although  increased,  is  still  inadequate  for  the  needs  of  a town  the 
size  of  Blackpool,  especially  since  the  town  has  approximately  50%  of  people  over 
63,  the  number  being  greater  than  the  average  for  England  and  Wales.  Every 
effort  is  being  made  to  increase  the  number  of  Home  Helps  so  as  to  be  able  to 
meet  more  satisfactorily  the  increasing  demands  for  the  service. 


The  following  cases  were  provided  with  Home  Helps  during  the  year  : — 


Confinement  at  home 

9 

Chronic  sick,  including  aged  and  infirm  ... 

473 

Tuberculosis 

9 

Others 

35 

326 

At  the  end  of  December,  1938,  Home  Helps  were  attending  346  households. 


SECTION  51— MENTAL  HEALTH 

At  the  beginning  of  the  year  the  staff  of  the  Mental  Health  Section  consistea 
of  two  male  Mental  Health  Workers,  both  acting  as  Duly  Authorised  Officers  under 
the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts,  and  one  female  Mental  Health  Worker, 
her  duties  being  primarily  those  of  a Mental  Health  Visitor,  but  designated  to  act 
as  a Duly  Authorised  Officer  in  an  emergency.  A twenty-four  hour  service  is 
provided,  the  responsibility  for  this  being  shared  by  the  two  male  Duly  Authorised 
Officers.  The  details  of  this  rota  are  passed  to  the  Police  and  Hospitals  who  co- 
operate by  supplying  an  enquirer  with  the  name  of  the  duty  officer  during  nights, 
week-ends,  bank  holidays,  etc. 


The  Medical  Superintendent  of  Whittingham  Hospit:'!  is  readily  accessible  to 
advise  on  problems  arising  in  the  field  of  mental  illness,  and  Mental  Health  Work- 
ers maintain  a close  co-operation  with  the  visiting  psychiatrists  at  the  Victoria 
Hospital.  Space  for  clinics  at  the  Victoria  Hospital  is  limited  and  at  the  end  of 
1936  accommodation  for  an  additional  clinic  was  made  available  at  the  Health 
Centre,  where  during  the  year  49  sessions  were  held  and  231  patients  were  seen. 
It  is  hoped  that  this  will  help  to  reduce  the  time  taken  for  voluntary  patients  to 
be  seen  by  the  psychiatrist,  and  will  further  co-ordinate  the  work  and  help  to 
remove  the  demarcation  line  between  the  two  authorities. 


The  Medical  Superintendent  of  Royal  Albert  Hospital,  Lancaster,  has  given 
much  helpful  advice  in  problems  related  to  the  care  of  patients  under  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Acts.  A close  liaison  is  maintained  between  hospital  social  workers 
and  those  of  the  local  authority  : there  is  an  easy  interchange  of  information  and 
duplication  of  visiting  has  been  avoided.  Supervision  of  cases  on  licence  is  usuallv 
undertaken  by  Local  Authorities’  Mental  Health  Workers,  but  in  some  cases  this 
is  shared  with  officers  from  the  hospital. 

The  following  table  gives  comparative  figures  of  the  work  undertaken  by  the 
Duly  Authorised  Officers  for  the  years  1949-1938  inclusive. 
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1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

1954 

1955 

1956 

1957 

1958 

Admissions,  Orders 

158 

181 

155 

138 

142 

173 

144 

193 

186 

193 

Admissions,  Voluntary 

72 

79 

59 

66 

106 

128 

134 

180 

282 

267 

General  Enquiries 

179 

250 

429 

494 

351 

508 

575 

891 

1055 

1500 

History  reports  . . 

27 

24 

9 

4 

8 

9 

5 

28 

87 

48 

Home  reports  . . 

19 

11 

5 

3 

6 

13 

2 

8 

2 

— 

Hospital  discharges 

137 

192 

149 

121 

151 

228 

239 

314 

389 

400 

Atter-Care  Visits 

. . 217 

100 

121 

116 

59 

52 

115 

143 

184 

540 

No 

Cases  reported  tor  the 

first  time  record 

280 

233 

203 

223 

281 

262 

300 

i 316 

306 

Confidential  reports  to 

hospitals 

No  Record 

114 

130 

Deaths  in  hospitals 

No  Record 

34 

38 

The  table  below  gives  details  of  the  hospitals  to  which  patients  were  ad- 
mitted during  the  year  : — 


Mode  of 

HOSPITAL 

TOTAL 

Admission 

Whittingham 

Wesham 

Park 

Lancaster 

Moor 

Sharoe 

Green 

Storthes 

Hall 

Parkside 

Cheadle 

Royal 

Lunacy  Act,  1890  ; 
Section  16 

52 

2 

3 

1 

3 

61 

Section  21  (1 ) 

66 

43 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

110 

Section  20 

3 

12 

2 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

17 

Section  11 

— 

Mental  Treatment 

Act,  1930: 

Section  1 

173 

68 

25 

— 

267 

Section  5 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

Magistrates’  Court 

Act,  1952  : 

Section  30 

1 

— 

— 

_ 

1 

— 

2 

TOTAL 

298 

125 

30 

1 

1 

1 

3 

460 
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MENTAL  DEFICIENCY  ACTS,  1913-1938.  The  reporting  of  defectives  during 
1958,  the  disposal  of  such  cases  and  the  classification  of  defectives  on  the  Authority’s 
register  are  shown  in  the  following  tables  : 


Under  age  1 6 

Ag-d  i6 
and  over 

1.  Particulars  of  cases  reported  during  1958  : 

(a)  Cases  at  31st  December,  1958,  ascertained  to  be  defectives  “subject  to 
be  oeait  with" 

Number  in  which  action  taken  on  reports  by  ; — 

11)  Local  Education  Authorities  on  children 

(i)  While  at  school  or  liable  to  attend  school 

(ii)  On  leaving  special  schools 

(iii)  On  leaving  ordinary  schools 

12)  Police  or  by  Courts 
(3)  Other  sources 

(b)  Cases  reported  who  were  found  to  be  defectives  but  were  not,  at  31st 
December,  1 958, 'regarded  as  “subject  to  be  dealt  with“  on  any  ground 

(c)  Cases  reported  who  were  not  regarded  as  defectives  and  are  thus  excluded 
from  (a)  or  (b) 

(d)  Cases  reported  in  which  action  was  incomplete  at  31st  December,  1958, 

and  are  thus  excluded  from  (a)  or  (b)  . . 

M. 

3 

3 

F. 

3 

4 

1 

2 

M. 

3 

1 

4 

F. 

1 

1 

2 

6 

TOTAL 

6 

10 

8 

10 

2.  Disposal  of  cases  reported  during  1958 ; 

(a)  Ot  the  cases  ascertained  to  be  defectives  "subject  to  be  dealt  with” 
(i.e.  at  1 )a))  number  : 

(i)  Placed  under  Statutory  Supervision 

3 

3 

2 

2 

(ii)  Placed  under  Guardianship  . . . . . . .... 

(iii)  Taken  to  “Places  of  Safety” 

_ 

(iv)  Admitted  to  hospitals  .. 

4 

1 

2 

(b)  Of  the  cases  not  ascertained  to  be  defectives  “subject  to  be  dealt  with” 
(i.e.  at  1 (b))  number  : 

(i)  Placed  under  Voluntary  Supervision 

1 

1 

(ii)  Action  unnecessary 

— 

— 

(c)  Cases  reported  at  1 (a)  or  (b)  above  who  removed  from  the  area  or  died 

before  disposal  was  arranged 

TOTAL 

3 

8 

4 

4 

3.  Number  of  mental  defectives  for  whom  care  was  arranged  by  the  local  health 
authority  under  Circular  5l52  during  1958  and  admitted  to  ; 

(a)  National  Health  Service  Hospitals 

4 

3 

2 

(b)  Elsewhere 

3 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

3 

4 

3 

2 

4.  Total  cases  on  Authority  s regi  ters  at  31'  12' 58  : 

(i)  Under  Statutory  Supervision 

25 

15 

42 

38 

(ii)  Under  Guardianship 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  In  “Places  of  Safety" 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  In  Hospitals 

8 

9 

51 

43 

(v)  Under  Voluntary  Supervision 

1 

3 

16 

6 

TOTAL 

34 

27 

109 

87 

5.  Number  of  defectives  under  Guardianship  on  31st  December,  1958,  who  were  dealt  with 
under  the  provisions  of  Section  8 or  9,  Mental  Deficiency  Act,  1913,  (Included  in  4 [li) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6.  Classification  of  defectives  in  the  Community  on  31 ' 12/58  (.according  to  need  at  that  date): 
(a)  Cases  included  in  4(i)-(iii)  in  need  of  hospital  care  and  reported  accord- 
ingly to  the  hospital  authority  : 

(1)  In  urgent  need  of  hospital  care  : — 

(i)  “cot  and  chair”  cases 

1 

2 

(li)  ambulant  low  grade  cases  . . 

— 

2 

1 

2 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases 

— 

— 

2 

— 

(iv)  high  grade  cases 

— 

— 

*“ 

Total  urgent  cases 

— 

2 

4 

4 

(2)  Not  in  urgent  need  of  hospital  care  ; — 

(i)  “cot  and  chair”  cases 

_ 

(ii)  ambulant  low  grade  cases  . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iii)  medium  grade  cases 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  high  grade  cases 

— 

— 

— 

Total  non-urgent  cases 

— 

TOTAL 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Of  the  cases  included  i.i  items  4(i),  (ii)  and  (v).  number  considered 
suitable  for  ; — 

(i)  occupation  centre 

26 

15 

(ii)  industrial  centre 

— 

— 

36 

28 

(iii)  home  training 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

26 

15 

36 

28 

(c)  Of  the  cases  included  in  6(b),  number  receiving  training  on  31  /12/58  : — 
(i)  In  occupation  centre" 

19 

10 

7 

7 

(li)  In  industrial  centre 

— 

5 

— 

(Iii)  At  home 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(iv)  From  a home  teacher  at  home  (not  in  groups) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

19 

10 

12 

7 
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OCCUPATION  CENTRE 


The  number  of  children  on  the  register  of  the  Occupation  Centre  at  the  end 
of  the  year  was  45,  but  as  mentioned  in  my  1957  report,  in  order  to  meet  the 
growing  needs,  plans  for  the  new  Occupation  Centre  were  well  under  way,  and 
although  the  actual  building  has  not  been  commenced,  this  should  commence 
within  the  next  few  weeks. 

6,780  attendances  were  made  on  196  open  days,  and  this  gave  a daily  average 
of  35- 

The  teaching  staff  consists  of  a Supervisor  and  two  assistants,  and  in  addition 
the  part-time  services  of  a handicraft  teacher  and  a woodwork  teacher  have  been 
made  available  by  the  local  branch  of  the  National  Society  for  Mentally  Handi- 
capped Children.  Additional  educational  equipment  has  been  provided  from  time 
to  time  by  the  Society  and  this  has  greatly  assisted  the  staff  in  the  training  of  the 
children. 

new  establishment  of 

I Supervisor, 

4 Assistants, 

I Handicraft  Instructor, 

I Cleaner, 

I Part-time  Meals  Assistant  and  Guide 

was  approved  for  the  new  Occupation  Centre,  but  it  is  not  proposed  to  advertise 
the  vacancies  until  the  new  Centre  is  near  completion. 

Transportation  of  the  children  remained  the  same,  but  on  the  ist  October 
the  private  hire  service  was  discontinued  and  thereon  to  the  end  of  the  year  the 
ambulance  service  was  utilised  in  its  place.  At  the  end  of  the  year  2,318  had 
been  moved  by  the  ambulance,  3,647  by  car  and  813  made  their  own  way. 

At  mid-morning  one-third  pint  of  milk  continues  to  be  provided  and  a mid-day 
meal  is  supplied  by  arrangement  with  the  Education  Department  School  Meals  Service, 
for  which  i /-  per  day  is  charged. 

Periodic  examination  of  the  pupils  is  made  by  the  Medical  Officer  and  Dental 
Officer,  and  the  Health  Visitor  examines  the  children  every  month. 

The  Creche  has  been  continued  and  the  staffing  is  the  responsibility 
of  the  Blackpool  Branch  of  the  Society  for  Mentally  Handicapped 
Children  members.  The  mothers  of  the  children  attending  the  Creche  are  very 
grateful  for  the  relief  which  it  provides.  It  is  hoped  that  in  the  future  more 
mothers  will  be  aware  of  this  service  and  avail  themselves  of  its  facilities.  The 
Creche  is  open  two  afternoons  per  week,  at  the  Health  Centre.  Its  aim  is  to 
relieve  mothers  for  a few  hours  while  they  go  shopping  or  for  a short  period  of 
well-earned  relaxation.  The  children  admitted  are  those  who  are  too  young  or 
too  backward  for  admission  to  the  Occupation  Centre  and  the  average  attendance 
in  1938  at  each  session  was  7. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1936— REGISTRATION  OF  NURSING  HOMES 

On  the  31st  December,  1938,  there  were  7 Nursing  Homes  registered  within 
the  Borough.  These  Nursing  Homes  provided  128  beds  for  medical  and  surgical 
cases.  During  the  year  there  were  17  re-inspections  of  these  Homes. 
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The  names  and  addresses  of  the  Nursing  Homes  registered  in  this  Borough 
and  the  beds  provided  are  given  below. 


No.  o: 

Maternity 

Beds 

Others 

Ascot  Nursing  Home,  13  Luton  Road 

— 

11 

Convent  of  Our  Lady  of  Wisdom,  575  Lytham  Road 

— 

57 

Northwood,  19  King  Edward  Avenue 

— 

12 

Langdale,  67  Park  Road 

— 

8 

Inglehurst,  120  Newton  Drive 

— 

14 

Rocklands  Nursing  Home,  49  Bryan  Road  . . 

— 

14 

St.  Teresa's  Nursing  Home,  188  Norbreck  Road  . . 

— 

12 

— 

128 

AGENCIES  FOR  THE  SUPPLY  OF  NURSES — Nurses’  Acts,  1943-45.  During  the 
year  there  were  no  applications  for  registration  under  the  above  Acts. 


MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS 

The  Local  Authority  Medical  Staff  continued  to  carry  out  large  numbers  of 
medical  examinations  for  various  departments,  and  particularly  during  the  season 
when  seasonal  workers  are  employed.  These  duties  cause  a large  amount  of  work 
to  the  Department. 

The  following  table  gives  some  indication  of  the  number  and.  type  of  medical 
examinations  carried  out  during  the  year  : — 


Entrance  to  Corporation  Superannuation  Scheme  ...  966 

On  behalf  of  other  Local  Authorities  ...  ...  ...  5 

Fitness  for  work  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  112 

Routine  medical  examinations.  Children’s  Act  ...  16 

Routine  medical  examinations.  Adoption  Act  ...  21 

Mental  Deficiency  Acts  ...  ...  55 


Total  ...  1175 


WELFARE  SERVICES— NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACT,  1948 

The  Council’s  functions  under  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948,  are  provided 
by  a separate  Welfare  Department,  but  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  has  certain 
functions,  particularly  in  the  issuing  of  a medical  certificate  in  cases  where  it  is 
necessary  to  move  persons  who  are  aged,  infirm,  living  in  insanitary  conditions 
and  unable  to  devote  to  themselves,  and  not  receiving  from  other  persons,  proper 
care  and  attention  undeir  the  provisions  of  Section  i (3)  of  the  National  Assistance 
Amendment  Act,  1951. 

Close  work  was  maintained  between  the  two  Departments  although  a unified 
control  would  be  much  more  satisfactory  from  the  point  of  economy  in  admin- 
istration and  would  avoid  the  possibility  of  odd  cases  falling  between  two  stools, 
namely  where  they  were  a matter  of  a medical  case  or  a welfare  case. 
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One  case  was  dealt  with  under  Section  47  of  the  main  Act,  particulars  of 
which  are  as  follows  : — 

M.G.,  a widow  of  81  years,  was  found  to  be  aged,  infirm  and  physically 
incapacitated.  She  was  living  in  insanitary  conditions.  Her  legs  and  ankles 
were  swollen  in  such  a way  as  to  indicate  a failing  heart.  She  was  admitted  to 
Wesham  Park  on  the  13th  December,  1958. 

EPILEPTICS  AND  SPASTICS.  No  special  facilities  for  epileptics  and  spastics 
are  provided  under  the  local  health  service,  other  than  those  services  which  are 
available  for  the  general  community. 

The  Director  of  Welfare  Services  informs  me  that  in  accordance  with  the 
scheme  for  the  provision  of  welfare  services  for  handicapped  persons  made  under 
Section  29  of  the  National  .Assistance  Act,  1948,  a register  of  such  persons  has 
been  compiled  and  at  31st  December,  1958,  there  were  nine  adult  epileptics  and 
twelve  adult  spastics  included  in  the  register. 


EPILEPTICS 

At  the  commencement  of  1958  there  were  twenty  epileptics  maintained  in 
epileptic  colonies.  During  the  year  there  were  three  admissions  and  five  discharges, 
making  eighteen  maintained  at  31st  December,  1958. 

Fifty-one  epileptics  of  school  age  are  known  to  the  department ; of  these 
forty-seven  are  attending  ordinary  schools,  one  a Residential  Special  School,  and 
three  Petit  Mai  cases  are  having  home  tuition. 

Only  one  epileptic  of  pre-school  age  is  kept  under  observation  by  the  Health 
Visitor  during  her  routine  visits,  but  an  additional  two  children  who  are  subject 
to  fits  but  not  definitely  diagnosed  as  epileptics  are  visited  regularly. 


SPASTICS 

Boys.  Girls. 


Total  number  of  cases  of  school  age  kept  under  observation  10  7 

.\ot  severely  affected — able  to  attend  ordinary  school  ...  3 2 

In  Open  Air  School  ...  ...  •••  3 ^ 

Severely  handicapped — at  Special  Residential  Schools  for 

physically  handicapped  children  ...  ...  ...  i 2 

.At  home  under  suoervision  (including  those  having  Home 

Tuition)  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 ^ 


Seven  spastics  of  pre-school  age  are  kept  under  observation  bv  the 
Visitors  of  the  department. 


Total. 

17 

5 

5 

3 

4 

Health 


BLIND  AND  PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  PERSONS 


The  Director  of  Welfare  Services  informs  me  that  at  31st  December,  1958,  the 
total  number  on  the  register  was  as  follows : — 


Blind  Register  : 
Male  179 
Female  235 


Partially  Sighted  Register : 
Male  29 
Female  60 


414 
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BLIND  CHILDREN  OF  SCHOOL  AGE. 

Boys  Girls  Total 

At  home  (with  other  defects)  having  home  tuition  i — i 

At  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ••  — i i 

In  Special  Schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  i i 2 

PARTIALLY  SIGHTED  CHILDREN  OF  SCHOOL  AGE. 

Attending  ordinary  school  under  special  supervision  6 i 7 


PRE-SCHOOL. 

Two  partially  sighted  children  are  known  to  the  department  and  are  kept  under 
observation  during  visits  by  Health  Visitors. 


41 


Follow-up  of  Registered  Blind  and  Partially  Sighted  Persons. 


BLIND 

(i)  Number  of  cases  registered  as  blind 
during  the  year  ended  31.12.58  in 
respect  ot  which  Section  F ot  Forms 
B.D.  8 recommends  ; — 

(a)  No  treatment 

(b)  Treatment  (medical,  surgical  or 
optical) 

Cause  ot  Disability 

Cataract  ClaucoiBa  rffarop^rsVa' 

12  2 — 23 

7 & 1 — _ 10  3 

Hosp.  Hosp. 

Supervn.  Supervn. 

(ii)  Number  ot  cases  at  (i)  (b)  above 
which  on  tollow-up  action  have 
received  treatment 

2 & 1 — — 2 

Hosp.  Hosp. 

Supervn,  Supervn. 

(iii)  Number  ot  cases  at  (ii)  above  in 
which 

(a)  Vision  improved 
ib)  Sight  restored 
(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end 
ot  year 

- 1 1 

1 1 1 

i II 

1 1 

PARTIALLY  SIGHTED 

(i)  Number  ot  cases  registered  as 
partially  sighted  during  the  year 
ended  31.12.58  in  respect  ot  which 
Section  F ot  Forms  B.D. 8 

recommends  : — 

(a)  No  treatment 

(b)  Treatment  (medical,  surgical  or 
optical) 

1 — — 5 

4 & 3 1 — 5 & 1 

Hosp.  Hosp. 

Supervn.  Supervn. 

(ii)  Number  ot  cases  at  (i)  (b)  above 
which  on  tollow-up  action  have 
received  treatment 

3 1 — 4 & 1 

Hosp.  Hosp. 

Supervn.  Supervn. 

(iii)  Number  ot  cases  at  (ii)  above  in 
which 

(a)  Vision  improved 

(b)  Sight  restored 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end 
ot  year 

3 1 — 5 

B.  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 


(i)  Total  number  ot  cases  notified  during 
the  year 

47 

(ii)  Number  ot  cases  in  which  : — 

(a)  Vision  lost 

*— 

(b)  Vision  impaired 

— 

(c)  Treatment  continuing  at  end  ot 

year 
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CREMATIONS 


The  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  his  Deputy  and  one  Assistant  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  are  the  medical  referees  for  authorising  cremations  under  the  Cremations  Act. 
During  the  year  2,544  cremations  were  authorised  at  the  Blackpool  Crematorium. 
This  is  a decrease  of  105  against  the  year  1957.  The  reduction  is  undoubtedly  due  to 
the  number  of  new  crematoria  which  are  springing  up  in  the  Lancashire  area.  These 
are  inevitably  reducing  the  number  who  are  applying  to  Blackpool  for  this  service. 


Circular  22/58.  Para.  3. 

The  responsibility  for  the  provision  of  Welfare  Servioss  is  vested  in  the  Director 
of  Welfare  Services,  and  he  has  been  good  enough  to  furnish  me  with  the  following 
information. 

The  number  of  Old  Persons’  Hostels  controlled  by  the  Local  Authority  is  three. 
There  are  2 voluntary  Homes,  24  private  and  3 Disabled  Homes  registered  with  the 
Authority  under  Section  37  of  the  National  Assistance  Act,  1948. 

Full  use  is  being  made  of  the  Voluntary  Services  in  the  borough.  Old  People’s 
Clubs,  co-ordinating  with  the  Old  Persons’  W'eliare  Committee,  help  Visitors  and  Wel- 
fare Officers  to  keep  in  close  contact  with  the  aged,  enabling  valuable  assistance  to 
be  given. 

My  department  has  a responsibility  to  provide  domiciliary  assistance  and  every 
effort  is  being  made  to  increase  the  number  of  Home  Helps  who  are  a valuable  con- 
tribution to  meeting  the  urgent  needs  of  the  aged. 

The  chronic  sick  and  others  needing  medical  attention  over  the  age  of  65  years, 
on  the  request  of  their  own  medical  practitioner  receive  regular  visits  by  the  District 
Nurse,  and  the  number  of  such  visits  in  1958  amounted  to  45,915,  the  number  of  cases 
being  2,828. 

In  accordance  with  .Ministry  of  Health  Circular  22  / 58,  hereunder  is  a brief  review 
of  the  development  of  services  which  have  taken  place  since  the  inception  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act  in  1948. 

In  1948  the  number  of  permanent  clinics  was  3,  with  one  temporary  clinic  , 
these  have  now  been  increased  to  5 permanent  clinics,  and  a scheme  is  in  hand  to 
provide  a temporary  clinic  in  the  south  part  of  the  town. 

The  Dental  Service  scheme  for  nursing  and  expectant  mothers  and  children  under 
5 came  into  force  in  1957. 

Welfare  foods  previously  issued  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  were  transferred  to  the 
control  of  my  department  in  1954,  and  a whole  time  service  to  the  public  has  been 
maintained. 

Endeavours  to  increase  the  strength  of  Health  Visitors  have  failed  owing  to  the 
shortage  of  qualified  staff,  consequently  there  has  been  little  development  in  this 
field. 

The  District  Nursing  Service  has  been  expanded  by  increasing  the  number  of 
staff  from  7 in  1948  to  25  in  1958,  and  many  of  the  patients  attended  at  home  would 
have  had  to  be  hospitalized  but  for  the  regular  visits  of  these  nurses. 

Another  expansion  is  the  service  nendered  by  Home  Helps,  and  from  a staff  of  15 
in  1948,  steady  recruitment  has  brought  this  number  to  58.  This  number  is  still  in- 
sufficient for  the  needs  of  the  ageing  community,  but  improvement  in  the  service  can 
be  seen  by  comparing  the  91  cases  provided  with  help  against  the  1958  figure  of  526. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation  has  progressed  and  between  the  years  a triple 
antigen  has  been  used  to  immunise  children  against  Diphtheria,  Whooping  Cough 
and  Tetanus  with  the  one  injection. 
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Poliomyelitis  vaccinations  were  introduced  in  1957,  and  with  the  co-operation 
of  the  medical  practitioners  the  department  has  vaccinated  4,359  children  with  three 
poliomyelitis  injections. 

Proposals  to  carry  out  B.C.G.  vaccination  under  Circular  22/53  (School  Children 
Scheme)  were  made  in  1958,  but  owing  to  the  pressure  of  work  caused  by  poliomy- 
elitis vaccination  the  scheme  has  been  deferred  until  1959. 

In  1948  the  ambulance  service  was  part  local  authority  and  part  Agency,  but  in 
April  1958  it  was  decided  to  reorganise  the  whole  of  the  service  under  my  direct 
control.  Whilst  throughout  an  adequate  service  had  been  maintained,  I feel  that 
the  present  arrangement  will  be  more  satisfactory  and  economical. 

The  mental  Health  Service  has  remained  much  the  same,  but  for  changes  in  the 
training  of  the  mentally  handicapped  children.  The  original  centre,  a Church  Hall 
in  Dean  Street,  was  found  to  be  totally  inadequate,  and  although  in  1952,  by  utilising 
a former  Day  Nursery,  a move  to  more  spacious  quarters  was  made,  this  intum  has 
proved  unsuitable  and  no  longer  large  enough  to  enable  me  to  carry  out  the  commit- 
ments of  the  Act.  The  year  1958  saw  the  planning  of  a new  up-to-date  Centre,  capable 
of  accommodating  80  children. 


44 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  BOROUGH 


WATER  SUPPLY 


I'he  Authority  responsible  for  the  water  supply  in  Blackpool  is  the  Fylde  Water 
Board,  and  the  Engineer  of  the  Board  has  been  good  enough  to  furnish  the  following 
information  : 

Water  supplied  to  Blackpool  is  collected  at  two  sources,  (a)  from  watersheds  at 
Barnacre,  and  (b)  at  Stocks  on  the  River  Hodder,  and  is  satisfactory  both  in  quantity 
and  quality.  At  both  these  head  works,  upland  surface  water  is  collected  and 
stored  in  reservoirs.  The  watershed  at  Barnacre  is  free  from  human  habitation  and 
at  Stocks  the  Fylde  Water  Board  owns  the  watershed  and  controls  all  operations 
on  it.  At  both  sources  the  water  is  stained  with  peat  and  the  treatment  given 
includes  the  addition  of  aluminium  sulphate  for  colour  removal.  After  filtration, 
clear  lime  water  is  added  to  compensate  acidity  and  to  obviate  plumbo-solvency. 
Finally  the  water  is  sterilised  with  chlorine.  The  pH  of  the  filtered  water  as  it 
leaves  the  filters  is  recorded  continuously  by  Multilec  pH  Recorders.  The  combined 
alkalinity,  acidity  and  colour  is  taken  at  least  daily  at  various  stages  in  the  treatment. 

Bacteriologiical  analyses  were  made  of  water  samples  taken  monthly  from 
various  points  in  the  Borough  and  these  indicate  that  all  samples  were  satisfactory. 
HereundiCr  are  copies  of  reports  taken  during  the  year. 


Fyide  Water  Board  Depot. 


•Appearance ; 

Clear  and  colourless 

Odour  : 

Nil. 

Reaction,  pH. 

6.8 

Parts  per  million 

Total  solids 

78 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia 

0.04 

Nitrogen  as  albuminoid  ammonia 

0.00 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

faint  trace 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

I-7S 

Chlorides  as  Ci 

9 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  jaermangate 
in  4 hours  at  27° C. 

1.08 

Carbonate  Hardness : 

24 

Non-Carbonate  Hardness  : 

26 

Alkalinity : 

24 

Free  carbon  dioxide 

7 

pHs 

6.9 

Free  chlorine 

Nil. 

Mineral  analysis 

Calcium,  as  Ca. 

17.6 

Magnesium,  as  Mg. 

1-7 

Sulphate,  as  SO"* 

26.0 

Carbonate,  as  CO^ 

14.4 

Chlorides,  as  Cl 

9 

Nitrates,  as  NO^ 

7-7 

Fluorine,  as  F 

less  than  o.i 

Iron,  as  Fe. 

0.16 

Poisoness  Metals. 

Nil. 

Manganese,  as  Mn. 

less  than  0.05 

Potash,  as  K 

0.8 

Sodium,  as  Na 

4.2 
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Private  House. 


Appearance : 

Clear  and  colourless. 

Odour ; 

Nil. 

Reaction,  pH. 

7-9 

Parts  per  million 

Total  Solids 

74 

Nitrogen  as  free  and  saline  ammonia 

0.03 

Nitrogen  as  albumoid  ammonia 

O.OI 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

faint  trace 

Nitrogen  as  nitrates 

1-75 

Chlorides  as  Ci 

10 

Oxygen  abserbed  from  permangate 
in  4 hours  at  27 °C. 

1.04 

Carbonate  Hardness : 

16 

Non-Carbonate  Hardness : 

16.5 

Alkalinity : 

16 

Free  carbon  dioxide 

Nil. 

pHs 

6.9 

Free  chlorine 

Nil. 

Mineral  analysis 

Calcium,  as  Ca. 

9.6 

Magnesium,  as  Mg. 

2.4 

Sulphate,  as  SO"* 

19.0 

Carbonate,  as  CO^ 

9.6 

Chlorides,  as  Cl 

10 

Nitrates,  as  NO^ 

7-7 

Fluorine,  as  F 

less  than  o.i 

Iron,  as  Fe. 

0.12 

Poisonous  Metals. 

Nil. 

Manganese,  as  Mn. 

less  than  0.05 

Potash,  as  K 

I.O 

Sodium,  as  Na 

6.4 

There  are  49,838  houses  within  the  Borough  and,  with  the  exception  of  one,  all 
have  a piped  supply  of  water.  The  population  supplied,  based  on  the  Registrar 
General’s  estimate,  is  144,500. 


SEWERAGE  OF  THE  BOROUGH 

Within  the  Borough  area  there  are  71,404  water  closets,  and  a large  number 
of  pail  closets.  No  record  is  maintained  of  pail  closets  on  show  grounds  or  in  tem- 
porary conveniences.  A number  of  cesspools  exist  in  the  outlying  parts  of  the  town, 
particularly  in  the  Marton  Moss  area,  but  the  policy  of  assisting  owners  to  have 
their  drains  connected  to  main  sewers  continued  and  during  the  year  14  cesspools  were 
abolished.  Of  thie  above  220  pail  closets  and  15  cesspools  are  emptied  regularly 
by  the  Cleansing  Department. 


(a)  Works  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  carried  out  in  1958. 

(1)  Construction  of  approximately  343  lineal  yards  of  18”  and  21”  diameter 
sewer  for  future  drainage  of  land  on  north  side  of  Garstang  Road  to  be 
used  for  educational  purposes. 

(2)  Construction  of  approximately  220  lin.  yards  of  18”  and  15”  diameter 
sewers  in  Holmfield  Road,  approximately  340  lin.  yds.  of  24”  diameter 
sewer  near  Guildford  Avenue,  and  130  lin.  yds.  of  36”  diameter  sewer 
in  Montpelier  Avenue,  to  improve  the  drainage  and  relieve  flooding  in 
these  areas. 
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(b)  Works  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal  to  be  carried  out  in  1959. 

(1 ) Completion  of  construction  of  36”  diameter  sewer  in  Montpelier  Avenue — 
approximately  2io  lin.  yds.  Construction  of  approximately  430  lin.  yds. 
of  12”  and  15”  diameter  sewer  in  Beaufort  Avenue. 

(2)  Construction  to  completion  of  a relief  sewer  at  Rigby  Road,  approximately 
60  lin.  yards  of  9’o”  x ^’o”  reinforced  concrete  box  culvert. 

(3)  Commencement  of  the  main  drainage  scheme  for  the  Eastern  Area  in- 
volving the  construction  of  3,000  lin.  yards  of  30”  to  72”  diameter  sewers 
in  Reads  Avenue,  Devonshire  Road,  Whitegate  Drive,  and  Caunce  Street. 

(4)  Conversion  to  automatic  working  of  the  Lennox  Gate  Pumping  Station. 

(c)  Proposed  future  works  of  Sewerage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

( 1 ) Provision  of  sewers  for  future  housing  development. 

(2)  Provision  of  sewers  to  relieve  local  Hooding. 

(3)  Continuation  to  completion  of  the  Eastern  Area  scheme. 

(4)  Reconstruction  of  the  sewer  outfall  at  Manchester  Square. 

(3)  New  trunk  sewers  to  alleviate  flooding  in  the  Central  Area. 

(6)  Alterations  and  improvements  to  the  Pumping  Stations. 


REFUSE  COLLECTION,  1958 

This  is  carried  out  by  the  Cleansing  Department  of  the  Corporation. 

1 am  informed  by  the  Director  of  Public  Cleansing  that  the  amount  of  refuse 
collected  showed  a decrease  compared  with  the  previous  year.  This  reduction  was 
no  doubt  due  to  a fall  in  the  number  of  visitors  during  the  1938  season. 

The  refuse  tipped  away  was  less  than  the  previous  year  and  this  may  be  partially 
due  to  a reduction  in  the  amount  of  material  brought  by  private  traders,  contractors, 
etc.  A charge  for  such  material  of  2/ 6d.  per  load  was  levied  during  this  year  for 
the  first  time. 

The  amount  of  refuse  dealt  with  at  the  Refuse  Disposal  Works  was  30,376  tons, 
whilst  in  addition  30,777  tons  were  tipped  away,  and  1,202  tons  of  night  soil  were 
removed. 

Approximately  no  tons  of  sewage  yvere  removed  from  sumps,  etc.,  at  the  Royal 
Lancashire  Agricultural  Show. 

SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  BOROUGH 

This  section  of  the  Annual  Report,  and  the  following  sections  dealing  with 
Houdng,  Rodent  Control  and  Disinfectation,  General  Food  Supply  and  Prosecutions, 
give  details  of  the  variety  of  functions  undertaken  by  the  Chief  Public  Health 
Inspector  and  his  staff. 

TRAINING  OF  PUBLIC  HEALTH  INSPECTORS 

As  a result  of  the  difficulty  experienced  by  the  Local  Authority  in  obtaining 
suitably  qualified  staff  to  fill  vacancies  due  to  retirement  and  transfer  to  other 
authorities,  the  department  has  increased  the  number  of  trainees  and  pupils  on  the 
establishment. 

The  trainees  and  pupils  appointed  have  proved  themselves  to  be  very  good  types, 
and  not  only  are  they  obtaining  the  maximum  benefit  from  their  training  given  by 
a most  willing  and  co-operative  staff  of  Inspectors,  but  are  now  proving  of  value 
to  the  Local  Authority  and  are  giving  valuable  assistance  in  many  phases  of  the 
work  of  the  department. 

One  of  the  trainees,  after  only  18  months  with  the  department  passed  the  stat- 
utory examination  for  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  also  obtained  the  Meat  and  other 
Foods  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Society  of  Health.  Another  trainee  is  expected  to 
qualify  next  year.  It  will,  howevier  be  3 or  4 years  before  the  pupil  inspectors 
complete  their  training  and  sit  for  the  qualifying  examination. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL  HYGIENE  — STATISTICS 


Complaints  Received  : 

Verbal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

Written  V “■ 

Visits  and  Inspections  During  Year  : 

Ash  Receptacles  : 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Unsatisfactory  

Reinspections  under  Notice  188 

Number  of  Galvanised  Bins  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  726 

Food  and  Drugs  Act : 

Butchers’ Shops  31 1 

Cafes  and  Snackbars  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  136 

Dairies  and  Milk  Shops  under  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  ...  ...  643 

Fish  Frying  Shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  63 

Hotels  and  Licensed  Premises  — Boarding  Houses  ....  ...  ...  3514 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  71^ 

Food  Manufacturing  Premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  83 

Food  Inspections  and  Food  Stalls  ...  ...  ...  2700 

Miscellaneous  : 

Abattoirs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  148 

Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  no 

Basements  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Cinemas,  Dance  Halls,  Theatres,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

Common  Lodging  Houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  53 

Drainage  Survey  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  337 

Dwelling  Houses  (Housing  Act,  1937)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

Dwelling  Houses  (Public  Health  Act,  1936)  ...  ...  ...  ...  192 

Dwelling  Houses  (Rent  Act,  1937)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84 

Dwelling  Houses  re  : Housing  Improvement  Grants  ...  ...  ...  26 

Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  484 

Infectious  Diseases  (including  Food  Poisoning  and  Dysentery)  ...  ...  873 

Land  and  Camp  Sites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  206 

Municipal  Tenancy  Applicants  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  482 

Nuisances  (first  inspections)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4081 

Nuisances  (re-inspections  under  notice)  ...  ...  ...  ...  8037 

Offensive  Trades  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  139 

Piggeries  8 

Public  Conveniences  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  73 

Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  23 

Refuse  Tips  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Roadways,  Footpaths,  Back  Streets  and  Passages  ...  ...  ...  loi 

Sand  and  Foreshore  ...  ...  ...  ..^  ...  ...  ...  — 

Schools  and  Churches  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Shops  (Shops  Act,  1930) 1303 

Smoke  Abatement  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  237 

Smoke  Observations  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Stables  and  Manure  Heaps  ...  ...  ...  ...  64 

Swimming  Baths  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2i 

Temporary  Structures  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  142 

Town  Planning  and  Building  Bye-laws  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  132 

Watercourses  and  Ponds  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  223 

Water  Supply  93 

Work  in  progress  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  349 

Unclassified  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  320 

Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1937  ...  ...  ...  23 
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Number  of  Houses  Where  Sanitary  Defects  Were  Found  ...  ...  ...  212 

Number  of  Houses  Where  Sanitary  Defects  Were  Remedied  241 

Defects  remedied  as  per  verbal  notice  ...  ...  9 

Defects  remedied  as  per  preliminary  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  131 

Defects  remedied  as  per  statutory  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  loi 

Number  of  Houses  Where  Notices  Were  Served  for  the  Abatement  of  Nuisances  614 

Verbal  Notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  76 

Preliminary  notices  ...  ...  ...  ...  296 

Statutory  Notices  ...  242 

House  Drains  Tested  : 

New  Houses  : 

Satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  513 

Unsatisfactory  on  first  test  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  90 

Rendered  satisfactory  after  first  test  ...  84 

Old  Houses  : 

First  Test — satisfactory  ...  ...  ...  37 

First  Test — unsatisfactory  ...  ...  63 

Tested  during  relaying  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  80 

Final  Test  satisfactory  ...  28 

Drains  : 

Relaid,  diconnected  and  ventilated  ...  ...  ...  17 

Repaired,  unblocked  and  cleansed  1125 

New  gullies  fixed  ...  1 1 

Soil  pipes  repaired  or  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Cesspools  abolished  14 

Waterclosets  : 

New  w.c’s  fixed  in  lieu  of  privies,  pail  closets  and  defective  w.c’s  ...  15 

Repaired  ...  ' ...  ...  15 

Unblocked  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Flushing  fittings  repaired  and  water  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 2 

New  pails  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Waste  Pipes  : 

New  slop  waste  pipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

New  rainwater  downpipes  fixed  ...  ...  ...  3 

Rainwater  pipes  and  roof  gutters  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  116 

Slop  waste  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 1 

Water  service  pipes  repaired,  etc.  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Bath,  Lavatory,  Slopsink  and  Rainwater  Pipes  Disconnected  over  Gullies  1 

Miscellaneous  : 

Accumulations  removed  ...  51 

Animals  removed  from  improper  situations  ...  — 

Back  yards  cleansed ...  ...  7 

Backyards  reformed  with  flags,  concrete  or  asphalt  ...  ...  ...  9 

Backyards  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Courts  or  passages  cleansed  ...  i 

Courts  or  passages  reformed  or  repaired ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 

Dampness  remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ££ 

Fire  ranges  re-set,  repaired  or  provided  ...  17 

Food  stores  provided  i 

Manholes,  gullies,  back  streets,  etc.,  reported  to  Borough  Surveyor  ...  16 

Manholes,  gullies,  back  streets,  etc.,  reported  to  Cleansing  Department  13 

Manure  receptacles  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  — 
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Name  and  Address  of  Landlord  inserted  in  Rent  Book 

New  damp  proof  course  fixed  

New  floor  laid  or  repaired  ... 

New  slop  sinks  fixed  

Premises  cleansed  ...  ...  

Roof  repaired 

Rooms  ventilated  

Various  repairs  

Watercourses  cleansed  


22 


6 

67 

I 

8 


COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES 

There  are  two  registered  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Borough.  The  total 
accommodation  provided  by  these  establishments  is  as  follows  : — 

13  Eden  Street  160  adults  and  i child 

12  Seed  Street  ...  ...  56  adults  and  i child 

Both  houses  are  for  males  only,  there  being  no  accommodation  of  this  type  for 

females  in  the  town. 

During  the  year  53  visits  were  made  to  the  two  houses.  Both  these  buildings 
are  over  80  years  old  and  it  is  only  by  constant  inspections  and  heavy  repairs  that 
the  premises  can  be  kept  in  a hygienic  state. 


ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION 

The  work  carried  out  by  the  Department  during  the  year  in  connection  with  the 
Clean  Air  Act,  1956,  was  mainly  in  respect  of  Section  i.  (Prohibition  of  dark  smoke 
from  chimneys).  Section  3.  (Applications  for  prior  approval  of  installation  of  new 
furnaces).  Section  5.  (Minimising  grit  emission  from  furnaces).  Section  10.  (Height  of 
chimneys),  and  Section  16.  (Abatement  of  smoke  nuisances).  In  addition  a survey  of 
all  the  furnaces  which  come  within  the  scope  of  the  Act  was  carried  out  by  the  staff, 
when  the  full  details  of  their  equipment  was  recorded  and  the  managements  advised 
as  to  the  requirements  of  the  Act.  As  a result  of  this  survey  and  the  advice  given  it 
is  estimated  that  approximately  130  thousand  pounds  was  spent  during  the  year  on 
replacing  old  and  unsatisfactory  plant  with  modern  installations,  which,  if  carefully 
maintained  and  operated,  will  not  contravene  the  provisions  of  the  Clean  Air  Act,  in 
converting  solid  fuel  furnaces  to  oil  and  gas  fired,  and  modernising  plant  in  many 
cases.  The  Department  is  apppreciative  of  the  excellent  co-operation  of  the  owners 
of  the  furnaces  and  if  this  spirit  is  continued  I am  confident  that  the  future  can  be 
viewed  with  satisfaction. 

In  previous  years  the  Department  has  been  concerned  by  the  large  number  of 
complaints  of  nuisance  caused  by  the  emission  of  large  quantities  of  smoke  from  the 
locomotive  type  boilers  used  in  connection  with  the  setam  sterilisation  of  soil  in 
the  greenhouses  on  the  Marton  Moss  area  and  it  is  gratifying  to  report  that  the 
majority  of  these  furnaces  have  now  been  fitted  with  mechanical  draught  and  smoke- 
less fuels  are  now  being  used.  The  number  of  complaints  has  been  reduced  con- 
siderably and  there  is  no  doubt  that  nuisances  of  this  type  are  now  very  rare.  This 
work  is  continuing  and  it  is  expected  that  next  year  will  see  the  end  of  this  type  of 
nuisance. 

In  last  year’s  report  reference  was  made  to  the  serious  nuisance  caused  to 
inhabitants  of  dwelling  houses  due  to  the  emission  of  oil  smuts  from  the  metal 
chimney  connected  to  an  oil  fired  plant  at  a bakery-  at  the  southerly  end  of  the  town. 
After  careful  investigation  it  was  found  that  the  emission  of  the  oil  smuts  was  caused 
by  the  dew-point  temperature  of  the  fuel  gases  being  reached  in  the  metal  stacks. 
This  caused  corrosion  and  flaking  of  the  metal,  with  the  consequent  emission  of  the 
smuts  from  the  chimney.  A new  brick  chimney  has  now  been  erected  and  the 
nuisance  has  been  abated. 

During  the  year  nO'  proceedings  have  been  instituted  by  the  Local  Authority  for 
offences  under  the  Act.  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  excellent  work  done  by  the  staff  in 
an  advisory  capacity  will  result  in  compliance  with  the  Act  without  the  Local 
Authority  having  to  takie  these  extreme  measures. 
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The  Local  Authority,  after  careful  consideration,  have  decided  not  to  declare 
any  parts  of  the  Borough  to  be  a Smoke  Control  Area  at  present,  and  deferred  action 
for  a further  twelve  months. 

A total  number  of  22  applications  was  received  by  the  Local  Authority  for  prior 
approval  for  installation  of  furnaces,  in  accordance  with  Section  3 of  the  Clean  Air 
Act,  1936,  and  all  these  were  approved,  subject  in  some  cases  to  modifications 
required  by  the  Local  Authority.  The  Department  has  also  advised  the  Borough 
Surveyor  in  resepect  of  the  height  of  new  chimneys  under  Section  10  of  the  Act. 

SANITARY  CONDITIONS  OF  THEATRES  AND  MUSIC  HALLS 

There  have  been  no  changes  in  the  numbers  of  places  of  public  entertainment 
during  the  year,  and  these  are  as  follows  : — 

Cinemas  ...  ...  13 

Cinemas  (also  used  for  variety,  etc.)  ...  ...  ...  3 

Variety,  etc.  ...  ...  6 

Ballrooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Ice  Drome  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

The  majority  of  these  premises  were  inspected  and  particular  attention  was  paid 
not  only  to  the  dressing-room  accommodation,  but  also  to  the  sanitary  accommodation 
and  washing  facilities  for  the  use  of  patrons.  The  inspections  showed  that  the 
facilities  provided  were  of  a high  standard  and  in  no  case  was  any  action  necessary 
by  the  Department.  Fortunately  in  Blackpool  we  have  progressive  minded  man- 
agements who  apparently  consider  that  to  provide  suitable  and  adequate  facilities 
for  the  staff,  artistes  and  patrons  is  good  business. 

FACTORIES 

484  inspections  were  made  by  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  during  the  year  and 
in  the  course  of  these  inspections  1 3 contraventions  of  the  Factories  Act  were  noted. 
In  10  instances  action  was  taken  informally  and  it  was  necessary  in  3 cases  only  for 
written  notices  to  be  served  on  the  occupier  of  the  premises.  No  legal  proceedings 
had  to  be  instituted.  In  so  far  as  this  department  is  aware,  there  are  no  Blackpool 
firms  employing  outworkers  either  within  or  without  the  Borough.  As  a result  of 
notifications  from  other  authorities  9 inspections  of  outworkers  premises  were  made 
and  in  all  cases  the  nature  of  the  work  was  the  making  of  wearing  apparel  and  con- 
ditions were  satisfactory. 

The  following  matters  were  referred  to  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories — 3 new 
factories,  but  9 factories  were  discontinued  during  the  year. 


Inspection  of  Factories 


Premises 

Number 

Number  of 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

notices 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 
1,2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author- 
ities 

59 

68 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(1)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  the  Local 
Authority 

842 

410 

4 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out-workers’ 
premises) 

2 

6 



TOTAL 

903 

484 

5 

— 
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Part  VIII  of  Factories  Act,  1937  and  1948. 
Outwork  (Sections  110  and  111) 


Section  110 

Section  111 

Nature  of  Work 

(1) 

No.  of 
out-workers 
in  August 
list  required 
by  Sect. 

no  (1)  (c) 
(3) 

No.  of 
cases  of 
default 
in  sending 
lists  to  the 
Council 
(4) 

No.  of 
prosecu- 
tions for 
failure  to 
supply  lists 
(5) 

No.  of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwholesome 
premises 
(6) 

Notices 

served 

(7) 

Prosecutions 

(8) 

Wearing  apparel 
Making,  etc.  . . 

9 

Cleaning  and 
washing 

Defects  Found  in  Factories 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No  of 
cases  in 

Not 

..  . 

Not 

Referred 

which 

prosecutions 

were 

instituted 

Particulars 

Remedied 

1957 

1958 

1958 

Remediec 

1958 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.1 ) 

4 

— 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation  (S.4) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

: — 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  (S.6 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i — 

— 

— 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S.7) 

(a)  insufficient 

2 

1 

— 

3 

; — 

— 

— 

(b)  unsuitable  or  defective 

15 

13 

9 

19 

; — 

5 

— 

(c)  not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

— 

— 

1 

! — 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act 
(not  including  offences  re- 
lating to  Outwork) 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

TOTAL 

25 

15 

14 

26 

: — 

5 

— 

Factories  on  Register  (Section  8(3))  at  the  End  of  the  Year 


Trade 

Mechanical 

Power 

Non- 

Mechanical 

Power 

Making  or  Repair  of  Wearing  Apparel 

111 

26 

Bakehouses 

172 

2 

Preparation  of  other  Foods  and  Drinks 

105 

1 

Building  Trades  . . 

78 

5 

Furniture  Making,  etc. 

25 

4 

Conveyances  and  Engineering  . . 

164 

4 

Photography,  Printing  and  Bookbinding 

54 

6 

Other  Trades 

118 

11 

Laundries 

17 

Total  No.  of  Factories  on  Register 

844 

59 

SHOPS.  1214  first  inspections  and  78  re-inspections  have  been  made  to  ensure 
that  the  provisions  of  Section  38  of  the  Shops  Act,  1930,  are  being  complied  with. 
No  statutory  notices  were  served,  but  7 warning  letters  were  sent.  The  undermen- 
tioned table  gives  details  of  classified  defects  ascertained  by  the  public  health  in- 
spectors and  defects  remedied  during  the  year. 


CLASSIFIED  DEFECTS 

Found 

Repaired  or  Remedied 

Nil 

Defective 

Provided 

Repaired 

Sanilary  convcn'ences 

- 

11 

— 

20 

Washing  facilities 

2 

1 

1 

— 

Lighting 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Ventilation 

. . 

— 

— 

— 

Temperature 

. . 

TOTALS 

12 

1 

21 

Twelve  businesses  were  discontinued  during  the  year. 


CLEANSING  OF  PERSONS 

During  the  year  the  number  of  verminous  persons  requiring  treatment  has  in- 
creased, particularly  in  respect  of  persons  resorting  to  the  the  common  lodging 
houses  in  the  Borough.  Regular  visits  are  made  by  the  District  Public  Health  In- 
spector to  the  lodging  housies  and  all  cases  requiring  treatment  are  dealt  with 
immediately  to  avoid,  as  far  as  possible,  vermin  being  transmitted  to  other  persons  and 
premises. 

A fully  equipped  cleansing  station,  which  is  administered  by  the  Public  Health 
Department,  has  been  provided  at  the  Devonshire  Road  hospital,  and  we  are  grate- 
ful for  the  assistance  and  co-operation  of  the  Fylde  Hospital  Management  Committee. 


OFFENSIVE  TRADES 


There  is  no  change  in  the  position  with  regard  to  the 
within  the  Borough,  which  are  as  follows  : — 

offensive  trades  existing 

Tripe  Boilers 

I 

Gut  Scrapers 

2 

Rag  and  Bone  Depots 

4 

Fat  Melter 

I 

All  the  above  are  located  within  the  coniines  of  the  Public  Slaughterhouse,  off 
Talbot  Road,  with  the  exception  of  the  Rag  and  Bone  Dealers’  Depot  and  Fat  Render- 
ing Factory  at  Bispham.  Bones  are  collected  direct  from  butchers’  shops  and  taken 
to  the  factory  for  conversion  into  fertilisers.  Unfortunately  the  Department  has 
received  numerous  complaints  from  the  occupiers  of  dwelling-houses  in  the  vicinity 
of  the  latter  premises  regarding  the  nuisance  from  offensive  smells  which  are  being 
emitted,  but  on  the  advice  of  my  Department  the  firm  constructed,  during  1957,  a 
large  brick  four-compartment  chamber  where  the  fumes  are  washed  and  deodorising 
liquid  injected.  Although  it  was  hoped  that  this  would  obviate  nuisance  complaints 
throughout  the  year  have  proved  otherwise,  and  it  is  proposed  to  take  further  action 
early  in  1959. 


CAMPS,  CARAVANS  AND  WOODEN  STRUCTURES 

The  authorised  camping  sites  in  the  Borough  are  as  follows : — 

Preston  New  Road  District  — fa)  about  10  vans  ; (b)  about  20  vans. 
Highfield  Road  District  (permanent  site)  — 94  vans. 

Squires  Gate  — about  22  vans. 

Stanley  Road  — (about  40  vans). 

Common  Edge  Road  — varying  from  25  to  65  vans. 

Whalley  Villa,  Whalley  Lane  — 20  vans. 

Newton  Hall  Holiday  Camp,  Staining  Road  — the  larger  pnartion  of  this 
caravan  site  is  in  the  Fylde  Rural  District  Council  area,  but  that  portion 
in  the  Blackpool  Borough  is  accommodating  appproximately  100  vans. 


From  the  foregoing  figures  it  will  be  seen  that  the  number  of  sites  and  caravans 
is  relatively  small  when  compared  to  the  numbers  at  other  seaside  and  rural  districts, 
and  this  can  be  accounted  for  as  follows  : — 

(1)  Lack  of  available  land. 

(2)  Local  Improvement  Act  powers. 

(3)  Strict  supervision  by  the  Department’s  officers  in  dealing  with  un- 
authorised placing  of  caravans  on  land  within  the  Borough. 

Fewer  applications  have  been  received  for  the  siting  of  individual  caravans  for 
the  purpose  of  permanent  habitation,  and  it  would  appear  that  this  method  of 
housing  is  not  as  popular  as  it  u,sed  to  be  when  the  housing  position  was  more  acute. 

CLEARANCE  AREAS 

The  position  at  the  end  of  1958  was  as  follows  : — 


Area 

Date  ot 
Represen- 
tation 

Confirmation 
by  Ministry 

No.  of 
Dwellings 
removed, 
vacated  or 
demolished 

No.  still 
occupied 

No.  of 
families 

Abbey  Road. 

No.  2. 

9.2.38 

30.6.59 

1 

1 

1 

(2  persons) 

Sedburgh  Avenue. 

No.  1. 

9.2.38 

30.6.59 

2 

1 

1 

(1  person) 

Back  Chapel  Street 
etc. 

4.3.57 

Order  not 
determined 

4 

(demolished)  : 

Nil 

Nil 

Bonny  Street,  etc. 

No.  1. 

1.4.57 

22.4.58 

6 

(vacated) 

Nil 

Nil 

St.  Walburgas  Road. 

1.4.57 

8.1.58 

5 

(vacated) 

Nil 

Nil 

The  following  chart  shows  the  number  of  houses  demolished  and  houses  closed 
during  the  year  1938  ; 


HOUSES  IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS  AND  UNFIT  HOUSES  ELSEWHERE 
A.  House  Demolished. 


■ 

Houses 

Displaced  during  year 

IN  CLEARANCE  AREAS. 

Houses  unfit  for  human  habitation 

Demolished 

Persons 

Families 

12 

39 

14 

B.  Unfit  Houses  Closed. 

Under  Sections  16(4),  17(1)  end  35(1) 

Housing  Act,  1957 

Number 

1 

7 

3 

C.  Unfit  Houses  Made  Fit  and  Houses  in  which  Defects  Were  Remedied. 

After  informal  action  by  local  authority 

After  formal  notice  under 

(a)  Public  Health  Acts  

(b)  Sections  9 & 16  Housing  Ast,  1957 

By  Owner 

By  Local  Authority 

137 

93 

4 

3 

1 

54 


RENT  ACT,  1957 


No  certificates  under  the  Rent  Act,  1954,  were  issued,  but  in  July,  1957,  the 
Rent  Act,  1957,  became  operative  and  the  lollowing  applications,  etc.,  were  dealt 


with. 

No  of  applications  received  85 

No.  of  Certificates  issued  49 

No.  of  Certificates  refused  i 

No.  of  Undertakings  received  68 

No.  of  Certificates  revoked  25 


Overcrowding. 

The  extent  of  overcrowding  in  the  Borough  is  unknown  with  any  degree  of 
exactitude,  and  only  a complete  survey  would  present  the  Local  Authority  with  a 
true  picture  of  the  position.  When  serious  cases  of  overcrowding  are  discovered, 
the  facts  in  every  instance  are  reported  to  the  Related  Health  Services  Committee, 
and  in  those  cases  where  the  occupiers  are  eligible  for  a municipal  tenancy  the 
Estates  and  Housing  Committee  are  most  sympathetic. 


ALLOCATION  OF  MUNICIPAL  TENANCIES 

I am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Treasurer  for  furnishing  the  following  information: 

(i)  Details  of  the  revised  “Points  Scheme”  approved  during  1958  by  the  Town 
Council  for  the  allocation  of  all  municipal  dwellings  except  flats  and  bung- 
alows for  aged  couples,  widows  and  spinsters. 


Points  will  be  awarded  as  stated  : 

SECTION 

A.  Period  since  date  of  application  : 
(not  prior  to  date  of  marriage) 

B.  Period  of  residence  in  Black]X)ol. 


C.  Number  of  children  : 

D.  Bedroom  deficiency  : 

E.  Special  hardship  or  circumstances  : 

(i) 

(ii) 


POINTS  AWARDED 
30  points  to  every  application  made 
in  1945  and  2 points  less  for  each  year 
following  1945. 

1939  or  earlier:  25  points. 

1950  : 23  points, 

and  I point  less  for  each  year  follow- 
ing 1940.  Points  to  be  given  to  applic- 
ant OR  his  wife. 

Points  for  applicants  with  broken 
residence  to  be  decided  by  the  Com- 
mittee. 

2 points  for  each  child  irrespective  of 
age. 

S points  to  be  given  to  a man,  wife  and 
child  occupying  one  bedroom  irrespe- 
tive  of  the  age  of  the  child. 

£ additional  points  to  be  given  for  each 
deficient  bedroom. 

I to  15  points  added  for  anything  not 
provided  for  under  Section  A to  D. 

To  be  assessed 
by  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health 
on  evidence  prov- 
ided by  a medical 
certificate. 


Pulmonary  tuberculosis,  asthma, 
bronchitis,  physical  disability. 

Age  or  physical  infirmity  of  re- 
lations with  whom  accommoda- 
tion is  shared. 
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Points  to  be 
awarded  by  specific 
recommendation  of 
the  Estates  and 
Housing  (Committee. 


RESIDENTIAL  QUALIFICATION 

An  application  may  be  made  by  any  person  who  resides  or  is  employed  in  the 
aiea  of  the  local  authority  but  no  application  will  be  considered  until  it  has  been 
registered  for  at  least  twelve  months. 

In  order  to  be  eligible  for  a tenancy,  an  applicant  or  his  wife  must  either  : 

(a)  reside  within  the  area  of  the  local  authority  and  have  resided  within  that  area  for 
at  least  the  past  twelve  months  and/or, 

(b)  be  employed  in  the  area  of  the  local  authority  and  have  been  so  employed  for  at 
least  the  past  twelve  months  (the  husband’s  employment  only  will  count  for 
this  purpose). 

No  pnaints  will  be  awarded  to  any  application  until  the  employment  or  residen- 
tial qualification  has  been  attained. 


(2)  The  various  typ>es  of  municipal  houses  erected  since 
building  since  the  last  war : 

re-commencement  of 

Permanent — i bedroom  

394 

Permanent- -2  bedrooms 

613 

Permanent — 3 bedrooms 

1901 

Permanent — 4 bedrooms 

106 

Temporary  bungalows 

343 

293  families  were  re-housed  during  the  year  and  as  at  31st  December,  1958,  the 

number  of  persons  on  the  waiting  list  for  tenancy  of  municipal  houses  was  2,065. 


(ill)  Sub-standard  accommodation 

(iv)  Separation  of  man  and  wife  due 
to  lack  of  accommodation 

(v)  High  rentals  being  paid  by  applic- 
ants in  order  to  enjoy  reasonable 
accommodation  and  where  such 
rents  are  above  their  normal 
means. 


NOISE  NUISANCE 

Complaints  of  this  type  of  nuisance  have  increased  and  this  is  causing  quite  a 
problem  to  the  local  authority.  Noises,  which  in  the  old  days  were  accepted  as  part 
of  the  normal  environmental  conditions,  are  now  considered  by  certain  members  of 
the  public  to  be  a serious  nuisance. 

Another  factor  is  the  increased  mechanisation  which  has  resulted  in  the  natural 
increase  in  the  volume  of  noise  in  factory  premises. 

This  Local  Authority  has,  as  far  as  possible,  invoked  the  somewhat  limited 
powers  of  a local  act  and  although  improvements  have  been  achieved  in  certain 
cases,  nevertheless  the  position  generally  is  far  from  satisfactory  and  is  likely  to 
remain  so  unless  there  is  new  legislation  to  cover  this  type  of  nuisance. 


RODENT  CONTROL 

The  continuous  search  of  land  and  premises  for  rodent  infestation  during  the  year 
entailed  visits  to  2,780  properties,  summarised  as  follows  : — 


Business  premises 

1,415 

Dwelling  houses 

903 

Open  spaces  

462 

Of  this  number  102  premises  were  found  to  be  infested. 

Orders  for  disinfestation 

were  received  in  all  cases  from  the  persons  responsible,  and  the  work  was  duly 
carried  out.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  cordial  relationship  existing  between 
the  department  and  the  general  public  has  been  maintained  during  the  past  year. 
In  addition,  the  helpful  co  operation  of  the  Lancashire  Agricultural  Executive  Com- 
mittee, the  Nationalised  Industries  and  the  Officers  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  (Infestation  Division)  has  been  much  appreciated. 
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SURFACE  INFESTATION 


Under  this  heading  689  complaints  of  rodent  infestation  were  received  or  dis- 
covered. During  the  year  in  premises  were  proved  clear  by  test  baiting,  578 
premises  comprising  237  business  premises  and  3^1  dwelling  houses  received  treat- 
ment. Premises  so  treated  included  hospitals,  theatres,  cinemas,  hotels,  warehouses 
and  shops.  In  addition  the  abattoirs,  tips,  land,  refuse  disposal  works,  water-courses, 
pumping  stations  and  other  premises  vested  in  the  Local  Authority,  received  periodic 
inspection  and  treatment  when  necessary. 

During  the  year  rodent  control  staff  engaged  on  surface  infestation  made  3,885 
visits. 

Field  trials  to  test  the  efficacy  of  various  types  of  mould  inhibitors  used  in 
conjunction  with  oatmeal  baits,  were  carried  out  in  the  sewers.  From  the  data 
collected  so  far,  it  would  appear  that  Paranitrophenol  has  certain  advantages  over 
other  compounds  tested,  especially  as  regards  palatability.  A further  advantage  was 
that  an  even  mix,  so  essential  when  large  quantities  of  bait  are  being  prepared,  can 
be  achieved  by  utilising  the  rich  yellow  colour  diffused  throughout  the  bait  by  this 
inhibitor. 

A palatability  test  of  three  different  mould  inhibitors,  using  laboratory  albino 
rats  as  test  animals,  was  carried  out  during  February  and  March,  1958.  The  results 
were  fairly  uniform,  and  tended  to  prove  that  the  paranitrophenol /oatmeal  was  the 
first  choice,  when  all  three  compounds  were  presented  simultaneously. 

During  the  period  under  review,  land  vested  in  the  Local  Authority  received 
periodic  visits  under  the  Rabbit  Clearance  Order,  1956,  and  the  appropriate  action 
was  taken  where  necessary. 

The  approved  sewer  treatments  were  carried  out  during  the  year  as  follows  : — 


Class 

No.  of 
Manholes 

Commenced 

Completed 

Bait  Base 

Poison 

Pinhead 

Maintenance 

1 17 

6.5.58 

27.5.58 

Oatmeal 

Warfarin  0.025 

Sausage 

10“/  Test  .. 

564 

1.9.58 

13.9.58 

Rusk 

Nil 

Pinhead 

Maintenance 

370 

15.9.58 

27.9.58 

Oatmeal 

Warfarin  0.025 

A Divisional  Inspector  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  In- 
festation Division,  was  present  at  each  stage  of  the  above  treatments  and  certified 
that  the  correct  procedure  was  adopted. 

Treatment  and/or  advice  has  been  given  as  a result  of  the  following  number 
of  complaints,  904  which  were  classified  as  follows  : — 


Vermin,  bugs,  lice,  fleas  . . . 

1st  Visits 
492 

Revisits 

91 

Total 

583 

Cockroaches 

191 

234 

425 

Steam  Flies 

2 

2 

4 

Ants 

43 

60 

103 

Moths 

...  ... 

19 

II 

30 

Wood  Borers 

...  ... 

92 

52 

144 

Flies 

24 

12 

36 

Food  Pests 

...  ... 

II 

5 

16 

Other  Pests 

61 

27 

88 

935 

494 

1429 

Insect  Infestations. 

Uncommon  Pest  infestations  during  1958  include  the  following  ; — 

On  three  occasions  the  department  was  called  in  to  advise  on  infestation  of  a 
millipede  (Cylindroilus  Punctatus).  This  species,  grey  black  in  colour  attains  a 
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length  of  over  two  inches,  and  once  in  doors  seems  to  prefer  the  angles  of  walls  and 
ceilings,  where  they  curl  up  into  a tight  ring.  The  C.  Punctatus,  which  does  not 
appear  to  have  a common  name,  is  usually  found  in  woodlands,  less  commonly  in 
hedgerows,  and  is  almost  unknown  in  arable  or  grassland.  In  two  of  the  infestations, 
it  was  noticed  that  building  operations  in  the  vicinity  necessitated  the  removal  of 
hedges  or  trees  — it  may  therefore  be  assumed  the  the  levelling  of  the  hedgerows 
was  the  primary  cause  of  the  migration.  The  mode  of  entry  in  all  the  cases  in- 
vestigated, was  by  way  of  the  air  bricks,  in  one  instance  at  first  floor  level.  The 
number  of  millipedes  varied  from  47  in  a basement  level  room  to  8 in  a first  floor 
bedroom.  Control  was  achieved  by  dislodging  the  millipedes  from  the  wall  with  a 
soft  brush  and  destroying  them  — reinfestation  was  prevented  by  spraying  a dieldrin 
in  synthetic  lacquer  solution  in  a wide  band  around  the  air  bricks. 

A complaint  by  residents  in  the  Marton  area  of  snails  causing  great  damage 
to  plants  and  seedlings,  was  investigated  and  the  course  traced  to  a piece  of  land 
vested  in  the  Local  Authority.  The  molluscs  (Common  Wall  Snails)  were  found  to 
be  resting  under  herbage  during  daylight,  and  crossing  a concrete  path  to  reach 
the  gardens  at  night.  In  an  effort  to  get  the  maximum  effect  from  a poisoning 
campaign  the  path  was  covered  with  road  grit,  the  abrasive  nature  of  which  was 
known  to  be  an  effective  barrier.  Poison  baits  of  bran  and  metafuel,  renewed  daily 
for  six  days,  resulted  in  over  800  dead  snails  being  picked  up.  The  follow  up  treat- 
ment, earned  out  in  conjunction  with  the  Parks  Department,  consisted  of  the  des- 
truction of  the  herbage  harbourage,  since  when  no  further  complaints  have  been 
received. 


Bird  Pest  Elimination. 

Work  on  implementing  Section  36  of  the  Blackpool  Corporation  Act,  1938, 
commenced  in  November,  and  by  the  end  of  the  year  some  200  pigeons  had  been 
captured.  Of  this  number  ii  ringed  birds  were  returned  to  their  owners  through 
the  good  offices  of  the  National  Homing  Union. 

On  the  instructions  of  the  Town  Council  the  orthodox  method  of  pigeon  elim- 
ination by  shooting  was  deleted  from  the  list  of  control  measures  used  by  the 
department.  Of  the  various  methods  of  trapping  birds  a large  cage  type  of  trap 
on  loan  from  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries  and  Food,  has  proved  the  most 
satisfactory  so  far,  but  there  is  some  evidence  that  after  a time  a form  of  trap 
shyness  develops,  and  it  becomes  increasingly  difficult  to  lure  the  pigeons  into  the 
traps. 

Local  Churches  with  pigeon  infestations  have  made  contact  with  the  depart- 
ment, and  it  is  proposed  to  carry  out  a census  of  such  harbourages  early  in  1939. 
The  department  remains  in  close  touch  with  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food,  regarding  the  efficacy  of  the  experimental  work  with  stupifying  drugs, 
as  a means  of  pigeon  elimination  now  being  carried  out  by  the  Infestation  Division 
of  the  Ministry  in  Lancashire. 

Work  in  conjunction  with  a local  building  firm  to  carry  out  anti- pigeon  work 
with  repellents  on  buildings  in  the  centre  of  the  town  will  be  carried  out  during  1959. 

Staff  Engaged  on  Pest  Control. 

The  number  of  staff  engaged  on  Pest  Control  remains  as  last  year,  i.e.  one  Pest- 
ologist  and  four  Rodent /Insect  Operators. 

During  the  year,  201  insects,  mites,  etc.,  were  brought  to  or  sent  to  the  depart- 
ment for  identification  and/or  advice  on  measures  of  control. 

North  Western  Representative  Committee  on  Rodent  Control. 

During  the  period  under  review  there  have  been  two  meetings  of  the  North 
Western  Re pre.se nt at ive  Committee  on  Rodent  Control,  the  first  on  the  6th  Februar>'. 
1958,  being  held  at  Preston,  and  the  second  on  the  28th  August,  1938,  was  held  at 
Blackpool. 
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VERMIN  AND  INSECT  SUMMARY  — 1958 
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Totals  904  ! 191  234  2 2 43  60  19  11  92  52  4 i 2 492  91  1 5 i61  27  — 904  484  • 1388 


RODENT  CONTROL  SUMMARY  — 1958 
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GENERAL  FOOD  SUPPLY 


Meat  Inspection. 

The  only  slaughtering  facilities  in  the  Borough  are  those  provided  at  the  Public 
Abattoir,  which  is  owned  by  the  Local  Authority,  whose  officers  are  responsible  for 
the  administration,  supervision  and  for  meat  inspection.  The  centralisation  of  all 
slaughtering  in  this  one  building  ensures  that  too  per  cent,  meat  inspection  is  carried 
out  immediately  after  slaughter.  This  work  is  augmented  by  systematic  inspvection 
by  specialist  Meat  and  Food  Inspectors  of  all  butchers’  shops  and  wholesalers. 

The  average  throughput  of  units  p>er  year  is  now  approaching  the  too  thousand 
mark  during  the  peak  killing  periods  of  the  year,  that  is  during  the  Summer  months, 
the  slaughterhalls  are  overtaxed  and  there  is  insufficient  hanging  space  and  lairage 
accommodation.  Reports  from  the  Officers  regarding  these  unsatisfactory  conditions 
and  the  requirements  of  th^  new  Slaughterhouse  Hygiene  Regulations  and  the 
Slaughterhouse  Cruelty  to  Animals  Regulations  have  b^n  considered  by  the  Related 
Health  Services  Committee  and  the  Borough  Surveyor  has  been  asked  to  submit 
schemes  to  improve  the  conditions  and  comply  fully  with  the  Regulations. 

The  total  number  of  animals  slaughtered  at  the  public  abattoir  includes  a large 
number  of  animals  which  go  to  augment  suppplies  of  the  surrounding  districts  and 
the  Local  Authority  are  now  receiving  a contribution  towards  the  cost  of  this  meat 
inspiection  from  the  Government.  The  value  of  this  grant  to  the  borough  for  the 
financial  year  1957/58  was  £457. 

The  undsrmentioned  tables  show  (a)  the  number  of  animals  which  have  been 
slaughtered  during  the  last  18  years,  and  (b)  quantities  of  meat  condemned  and 
reason  for  condemnation. 


Year 

Cows 

Heifers 

Bullocks 

Bulls 

Calves 

■ Sheep 

Pigs 

Total 

1941 

2301 

2433 

2998 

187 

5034 

48261 

4192 

65406 

1942 

2109 

2751 

3895 

181 

8081 

62171 

1144 

80332 

1943 

2532 

2299 

3758 

183 

10444 

48843 

696 

68755 

1944 

2678 

2138 

2435 

170 

9544 

45627 

691 

63283 

1945 

2837 

2686 

4462 

192 

10764 

40450 

1258 

62649 

1946 

4075 

2391 

4968 

154 

11671 

54015 

607 

77881 

1947 

3224 

2273 

4093 

108 

7929 

; 24932 

290 

42849 

1948 

4075 

1938 

3397 

129 

: 7589 

36015 

550 

53693 

1949 

4610 

2230 

2691 

204 

^ 6202 

; 34276 

71 1 

50924 

1950 

5606 

4127 

3249 

303 

; 7257 

36593 

2032 

59167 

1951 

5361 

5119 

3376 

294 

7408 

34885 

4248 

60661 

1952 

3749 

4546 

2889 

175 

7477 

38212 

7663 

6471  1 

1953 

5719 

3205 

3164 

213 

5198 

46161 

7493 

71153 

1954 

3972 

4883 

3021 

118 

3019 

59369 

15750 

90132 

1955 

2126 

4917 

4249 

39 

1358 

47851 

16087 

78627 

1956 

1946 

4416 

6810 

29 

1989 

59115 

17044 

91349 

1957 

2239 

4209 

7213 

25 

1713 

64211 

17360 

97733 

1958 

3136 

3553 

6352 

25 

1034 

58144 

19746 

91990 
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Meat  Condemned. 


Abscessed 

1st  January,  1958, 

13,362 

to  31st  December,  1958 

Brought  forward 

94,286 

Actinomycosis 

298 

Jaundice 

690 

Actinobacillosis 

336 

Jointill 

1,122 

Acute  Pyrexia  ... 

245 

Mastitis 

2,918 

Arthritic 

3,187 

Melanosis 

126 

Adhesions 

47 

Moribund 

3.003 

Atrophy 

2 

Navelill 

45 

Bruised 

2,929 

Nephritis 

1,429 

Cadavars 

303 

Oedema 

139 

Cirrhotic 

28 

Parasites 

6,362 

C.  Bovis 

31 

Parturition 

83 

Congestive 

3.967 

Pericarditis 

1,202 

Decomposition  . . . 

445 

Pleurisy 

58 

Diamonds 

67 

Pnuemonia 

214 

Dropsy 

1.433 

Pyaemia 

1,167 

Deformed 

4 

Sentic 

16,307 

Emaciation 

959 

Telangiectasis  . . . 

1,829 

Erysipelas 

1,063 

T.B. 

73.084 

Fevered 

1,514 

Tumours 

1.936 

Fluke 

63,931 

Unsound 

5.771 

Immature 

113 

Urticaria 

359 

94,2861bs 

Xanthosis 

193 

SLAUGHTERHOUSES  ACT,  1954.  The  Local  Authority’s  resolution  under  Sec-  i 
tion  4 (2)  of  the  Slaughterhouses  Act,  1954,  that  no  private  slaughterhouse  licence  . 
will  be  renewed  or  granted  in  Blackpool  in  the  future,  is  still  in  force. 

! 

CYSTICERCUS  BOVIS.  The  department  is  continuing  its  special  technique  in  the 
examination  of  carcases  for  the  presence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis,  and  it  will  be  seen 
from  the  undermentioned  table  that  the  number  of  infected  cattle  has  once  again 
shown  a reduction  against  previous  years.  This  position  is  most  encouraging  but 
there  has  been  no  relaxation  in  the  inspection  of  carcases  as  it  it  still  felt  that  in  the 
interests  of  public  health  this  work  should  continue. 


Incidence  of  Cysticercus  Bovis  in  Animals  Slaughtered  at  Blackpool  Abbattoirs 

during  1958. 


January 

February 

March 

April 

May 

June 

July 

August 

September 

October 

November 

December 

TOTAL 

Slaughtered  i 1146 

957  1089  1030  1108 

1088  1191  1222  1 165  1075 

994  1001  1306^ 

Infested  — 

— 1 1 — 

2 1 — 1 — 1 1 8| 

Per  Cent.  — 

— .09  .09  — 

.17  .08  — .08  _ .1  .1  .06 

Carcases  and  Offal  Inspected  and  Condemned  in  Whole  or  in  Part. 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

9930 

3136 

1034 

58144 

19746 

— 

Number  inspected 

9930 

3136 

1034 

58144 

19746 

— 

All  diseases  except  Tuberculosis 
and  Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

5 

17 

51 

58 

124 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

6691 

2019 

12 

3526 

905 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  disease  other  than 
tuberculosis  and  cysticerci 

67.3 

57.5 

6 

5.8 

5.2 

- 

Tuberculosis  only  ; 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

8 

3 

— 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 

829 

497 

659 

Percentage  of  the  number  inspected 
affected  with  tuberculosis 

8.7 

16.3 



.23 

— 

3 i 

1 

— 

Cysticercosis  ; 

Carcases  of  which  some  part  or 
organ  was  condemned 



8 

t 



Carcases  submitted  to  treatment 
by  refrigeration  . . 

8 

i 

■ 

■ 

_ 

Generalised  and  totally  condemned 

} 

““  1 

i 

SALE  OF  HORSEFLESH.  There  are  no  shops  in  the  town  selling  horse  flesh  for 
human  consumption. 

DISPOSAL  OF  CONDEMNED  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOOD.  Ther?  has  been  no 
change  in  the  department’s  arrangements  for  the  disposal  of  condemned  meat  and 
other  foods.  The  details  are  contained  in  my  1956  Report. 


DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACT  (WASTE  FOODS)  ORDER,  1S57. 

Although  the  Police  Department  is  responsible  for  the  licensing  of  premises  under 
the  above  Act,  the  Department’s  Officers  report  on  all  applications  and  recommend- 
ations are  forwarded  to  the  Chief  Constable.  25  visits  were  made  in  this  connection 
during  the  year. 
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List  of  Foodstuffs  Condemned  during  1958 


During  the  past  twelve  months,  the  undermentioned  foodstufls  were  condemned 
as  unfit  for  human  consumption.  This  is  in  addition  to  the  meat  condemned  at  the 
Public  Slaughterhouse  : — 


Units 

Pounds 

Bags/Boxes  i 

Tins/Jars 

Biscdits 

_ 

mmmm 

Meat  (tinned) 

. . : 5 

258 

— 

— 

Meat  (fresh) 

9 

1,510 

— 

1,374 

Bacon  and  Ham 

3 

4,394 

— 

523 

Fish  (fresh) 

6 

312 

— 

8 

Fish  (tinned) 

. . i 1 

464 

— 

451 

Shellfish 

. . : 2 

30 

— 

7 

Fruit  (fresh) 

. . — 

460 

— 

2 

Fruit  (tinned) 

7 

8,761 

— 

4,567 

Vegetable  (fresh) 

30 

196 

— 

21 

Vegetable  (tinned) 

. . ! 7 

19,570 

— 

1,854 

Milk  (tinned) 

. . 59 

153 

— 

272 

Cheese 

93 

27 

— 

42 

Eggs 

— 

140 

— 

5 

Cereals 

. . 

16 

— 

20 

Jams  and  Marmalade 

. . — 

169 

— 

133 

Bread 

. . 

— 

— 

— 

Soup 

. . I 

185 

— 

179 

Tea 

. . — 

— - 

— 

Rabbits 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poultry 

24 

837 

128 

Biscuits 

— 

Puddings 

. . 2 

70 

— 

51 

Animal  Foods 

. . : 33 

59 

— 

75 

Miscellaneous 

175 

143 

2 

241 

Butter  and  Fats 

• • 

2 

2 

456 

37,756' 

2 

9,955 

Foreign  Matter  in  Food. 

In  my  1957  report  I mentioned  that  only  4 complaints  were  made  to  the  Depart- 
ment of  foreign  matter  being  found  in  food  sold  to  the  public,  which  was  a reduction 
in  the  number  of  complaints  received  during  previous  years.  During  this  year, 
however,  the  number  of  complaints  has  increased  to  10.  This  might  give  one  the  im- 
pression that  the  standards  of  hygiene  in  food  and  places  where  food  is  manufactured 
has  deteriorated.  1 consider,  however,  that  the  standard  of  hygiene  is  better  now  than 
it  has  ever  been,  and  that  the  rise  in  the  number  of  complaints  can  be  attributed  to 
the  desire  of  the  public  to  require  a higher  standard,  and  they  are  now  bringing  to  the 
notice  of  the  Local  Authority  conditions  which  in  previous  years  they  would  not 
have  considered  to  be  worth  while. 


The  undermentioned  is  a list  of  the  complaints  which  the  Department  has 
investigated  : — 

Self  Raising  Flour  infested  with  meal  mites. 

Foreign  matter  in  cheese. 

„ „ „ rock  confectionery. 

„ „ „ black  pudding. 

„ „ „ bottle  of  milk. 

„ ,.  „ tin  of  pineapple  chunks. 

,,  ,,  ,,  cake. 

,,  ,,  ,,  loaf, 

„ „ „ pork  sausage. 

„ „ ,.  sultanas. 

Stalls  on  the  Sands. 

As  in  previous  years  p)eriodic  visits  have  been  made  by  the  staff  to  ensure  that 
there  was  compliance  with  the  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  1955  and  the  Local  Author- 
ity’s Byelaws  made  under  Section  15  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  19^5,  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  report  that  the  stall  owners  are  maintaining  a good  standard  of  hygiene 
and  the  stalls  are  kept  in  accordance  with  the  Department’s  requirements. 
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FOOD  HYGIENE  REGULATIONS,  1955. 

This  most  important  part  of  the  department’s  activities  is  again  proceeding 
satisfactorily  and  with  reasonable  success. 

Persuasion,  rather  than  prosecution,  has  always  been  the  policy  of  the  depart- 
ment, and  in  most  cases  the  public  co-op>eratied  exceedingly  well. 

As  previously  stated,  it  is  estimated  that  there  are  approximately  10,000  to 
11,000  food  premises  in  the  Borough,  which  come  within  the  purview  of  the 
Regulations. 

During  the  year,  the  initial  visits  to  these  premises  numbered  2.813  and  involved 
1,537  full  inspections.  The  total  number  of  revisits  was  2,835. 

Since  the  inception  of  the  Regulations  5,202  initial  visits  have  been  made,  and 
of  this  number  3,643  full  inspections  have  been  carried  out.  The  total  number  of 
revisits  made  since  the  work  commenced  is  5,900. 

A large  number  of  the  premises  inspected  now  comply  in  all  respects  with  the 
Regulations,  but  the  Officers  have  found  some  difficulty  in  securing  compliance  wdth 
Regulation  25  which  requires  the  provision  to  be  made  for  the  storage  of  food  at 
temperatures  of  not  less  than  i45°F.  or  below  50°?. 

The  Local  Authority  are  appreciative  of  the  co-operation  of  the  various  trades 
and  organisations  in  this  very  important  work. 


Food  Premises. 

Tlie  following  is  a list  of  shops  in  the  borough  where  food  is  exfX)sed  for  sale  : — 

Butchers’  Meat  ...  ...  ...  229 

Fish  and  Greengrocery  .. . ...  ...  115 

Grocery,  provisions  and  confectionery  ...  ...  523 

Restaurants,  cafes,  tea  rooms  ...  ...  ...  ...  229 

Sweet  confectionery  ...  ...  ...  169 

Tripe  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  75 

Oyster  stalls  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Fish  and  chip  shops  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  145 


Rag  Flock  and  Other  Fillings  Materials  Act,  1951. 

Fourteen  premises  are  registered  under  Section  2 of  the  Act,  i.e.  premises  where 
filling  materials  are  used.  No  premises  are  registered  under  either  Section  6 or  7, 
i.e.  premises  where  rag  flock  is  manufactured  or  stored. 


Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926. 

To  assist  in  ensuring  that  there  is  compliance  with  this  Act,  the  Secretaries  of 
local  Food  Trades  and  Organisations  were  written  to,  pointing  out  that  complaints 
had  been  made  by  members  of  the  public  alleging  offences  under  this  Act,  and  it  is 
pleasing  to  report  that  although  numerous  visits  had  been  made  by  the  staff  only 
minor  contraventions  were  found,  and  these  were  immediately  rectified. 


Milk  Supply. 

The  following  is  a list  of  milk  purveyors  in  the  borough  : — 

Milk  Stores  (large  depots)  ...  7 

Milk  shops  selling  by  retail  (loose  milk)  ...  ...  — 

Dairymen’s  premises  (not  including  farmers)  ...  ...  21 

Distributors  of  bottled  milk  from  retail  shops  ...  ...  342 

Dairymen  using  registered  dairies  other  than  own  premises  25 


Milk  (Special  Designation)  Regulations,  1949  to  1954. 

The  following  licences  under  the  above  regulations  were  in  operation  at  the  end 
of  1956  : — 

Licensed  Bottling  Establishments  : 

Tuberculin  Tested  — at  Farms  ...  ...  ...  — 

Pasteurised  ...  ...  2 
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Dealers’  Licences : 
Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised 

Sterilised  

Supplementary  Licences  : 
Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised 
Sterilised 

Total  Milk  Distributors 


93 

315 

251 

6 

8 

4 

395 


CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OF  MILK 

The  number  of  milk  samples  taken  during  the  year  was  127,  and  of  these  112 
proved  satisfactory. 


BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATION  OF  MILK 

The  following  tables  show  the  results  of  samples  taken  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Regulations,  1949  tO'  1954. 


Methylene  Blue  Test 


Grade  of  Milk 

Outside  the  Borough  ^ 

Inside  the  Borough 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis-  ; 
factory 

Satis- 

factory 

Unsatis- 

factory 

T.T 

T.T.  Pasteurised 

Pasteurised 

51 

68 

69 

8 

4 

1 

Phosphatase  Test 

Outside  the  Borough  : 

Inside  the  Borough 

Grade  of  Milk 

Satis- 

Unsatis-  - 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

68 

— 

Pasteurised 

69 

— 

48 

— 

■M 


Turbidity  Test 


Grade  of  Milk 

Outside  the  Borough  ; 

Inside  the 

Borough 

Satis- 

Unsatis-  j 

Satis- 

Unsatis- 

factory 

factory 

factory 

factory 

Sterilised 

73 

— 

— 

MANUFACTURE  AND  SALE  OF  ICE  CREAM 


1.  Introduction. 

During  1958  a most  noticeable  feature  of  the  ice  cream  trade  in  the  Borough 
was  the  prominence  achieved  by  the  dairy  type  of  ice  creams.  By  this  is  meant  those 
claiming  the  presence  of  butter  fats  as  distinct  from  vegetable  fats.  Generally,  the 
dairy  ice  creams  sell  at  a higher  price  and,  bearing  this  in  mind,  it  is  remarkable  that 
in  the  space  of  one  season  they  became  so  popular,  and  obviously  were  considered 
good  value  by  the  discerning  public.  In  those  cases  where  the  use  of  dairy  products 
was  claimed  by  name  or  by  advertising,  this  was  recorded  and  taken  into  account  on 
analysis  of  samples  by  the  Public  Analyst. 

Currently,  the  composition  of  ice  cream  is  being  given  Parliamentary  consider- 
ation. It  will  be  recollected  that  the  Council  of  the  Borough,  embodying  a resolution 
of  the  Related  Health  Services  Committee,  support  the  view  that  ice  cream  should 
be  placed  on  a level  with  other  cream  confectionery  and  be  a real  cream  product. 

A less  tasteful  feature  of  the  1958  season  was  the  poor  weather  and  general  com- 
plaints of  a ‘‘shrinking  season”  and,  more  vital  to  the  ice  cream  trade,  a season  which 
was  slow  in  starting.  This  also  had  a tendency  to  concentrate  the  sampling  of  ice 
cream  into  a shorter  span.  However,  the  full  programme  of  sampling  was  carried  out. 
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2.  Registration  of  Manufacturers  and  Purveyors. 

In  1958  two  premises  were  added  to  the  list  of  manufacturers,  both  using  a heat 
treated  mix. 

The  total  number  of  manufacturers  was  27. 

During  the  early  part  of  the  1958  season  approximately  half  of  the  Borough  was 
surveyed  with  a view  to  revising  and  bringing  up  to  date  the  register  of  Ice  Cream 
Purveyors. 


Changes  of  occupiers  noted  ... 

...  84 

New  registrations  affected  ... 

54 

Total  Purveyors 

460 

It  is  intended  to  continue  the  survey  during  1959. 

3.  Premises. 

The  structural  condition  of  premises  used  in  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  is 
satisfactory.  Accommodation  in  all  cases  is  adequate.  Retail  sales  points  have 
been  operated  satisfactorily  during  the  year. 

4.  Equipment. 

During  the  year  the  equipment  used  in  the  manufacture  of  ice  cream  has  been 
maintained  in  compliance  with  the  Ice  Cream  (Meat  Treatment  etc.)  Regulations, 
1947  to  1952. 

In  one  instance,  on  making  a temperature/time  check  it  was  found  that  the 
prescribed  limits  could  only  be  barely  observed.  This  was  attributed  to  a falling 
off  of  efficiency  of  the  refrigerating  equipment,  and  during  the  close  season  overhaul 
and  renewal  of  parts  is  being  carried  out. 

5.  SAMPLING. 

For  the  purpose  of  analysis  32  samples  have  been  taken  for  chemical  and  80 
for  bacteriological  examination. 

6.  Chemical. 

(a)  Throughout  1958  the  composition  of  ice  cream  has  been  governed  by  the 
Food  Standards  (loe  Cream)  Order,  1953.  Under  this  Order  the  ice  cream  must 
contain  a minimum  of  3 per  cent,  fat,  10  per  cent,  sugar,  and  ji  per  cent,  milk  solids 
other  than  fat. 

In  the  Order  variations  are  allowed  in  the  case  of  ice  cream  containing  fruit 
and  for  Kosher  ice  cream. 

All  the  samples  satisfied  the  requirements  of  the  Food  Standards  (Ice  Cream) 
Order,  1933. 

(b)  A comparative  classification  of  the  fat  content  in  the  samples  for  the  two 
years  1938  and  1937  is  shown  in  the  following  tables. 


Classification 

Fat  Content  % 

1957 

1958 

Over 

3 

Below 

4 

Over 

4 

Below 

5 

— 

— 

Over 

5 

Below 

6 

4 

5 

Over 

6 

Below 

7 

3 

— 

Over 

7 

Below 

8 

2 

3 

Over 

8 

Below 

9 

4 

7 

Over 

9 

Below 

10 

3 

2 

Over 

10 

12 

15 

TOTALS 

28 

32 

Samples  taken  on  the  sands  gave  the  following  fat  percentages  in  relation  to  the 
respective  manufacturers  coded  A to  G. 
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Manufacturer 

A. 

B. 

C. 

D. 

E. 

F. 

C. 

Per  Cent.  Fat 

12.2 

8.1 

10.5 

12.4 

8.2 

8.4 

12.1 

Under  paragraph  6 (a)  it  is  noted  that  in  relation  to  the  fat  content  the  legally 
prescribed  minimum  is  However,  by  a sj>ecial  condition  inserted  in  licences  to 
trade  on  the  sands,  it  is  required  that  ice  cream  sold  from  stalls  on  the  sands,  must 
contain  not  less  than  8%  of  fat. 


7.  Bacteriological. 

The  following  table  shows  the  grading  of  the  8o  samples  submitted  for  examina- 
tion by  the  methylene  blue  test. 


Provisional  Grade 

CLASS  OF  MIX 

1. 

2 

TOTALS 

3.  4. 

Heat  Treated  54 

Cold  4 

9 

6 6 75 

— 1 5 

Total  . . ! 58 

9 

, 

Ov 

00 

o 

83.75  were  within  Grades  i and  2 as  compared  with  70.9%  during 
16.25  were  within  Grades  3 and  4 as  compared  with  29.9  during 


1957- 

1957- 


Summary. 

Some  clarification  by  Regulation  is  expected  on  the  compositional  (dairy  product 
or  otherwise)  qualities  of  ice  cream. 

On  completing  a survey  it  will  be  possible  to  quote  a figure  of  Purveyors  who 
are  subject  to  Registration,  and  who  are  currently  engaged  in  the  selling  of  ice 
cream. 


For  the  second  successive  year  every  sample  of  ice  cream  satisfied  the  legal 
standards  of  quality.  Tho.se  claiming  the  use  of  butter  fats  satisfied  those  claims, 
also  those  from  the  sands  traders  satisfied  the  higher  fat  standard  applicable  to  them. 

Bacteriological  testing,  i^lating  to  hygienic  production  methods  showed  an 
improvement  which  again  is  a most  gratifying  reflection  on  the  efforts  of  the  Trade. 
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Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1955. 

During  the  year  436  samples  were  taken,  and  the  results  received  from  the  Public 
Analyst  are  set  out  below  : — 


Informal 


Formal 


Not 

Genuine  Genuine 
2 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 


1 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

2 

4 

16 

2 

3 

1 

1 

1 


1 — 

1 — 

1 1 
4 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 


Ref. 

No. 


282 


I 

j 

j 


27 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

6 

1 


1 277 

1 355 

1 306 


1 

1 

2 


1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

71 


1 


9 


129,  153, 
154,  157, 
159,  310, 
313,  314 
430 


1 

1 

1 

1 


Nature  of  Sample 


Almonds  (ground) 

‘Answer  Sweet’  (Vanilla) 
Apricots  (Dried) 

Bakewell  Tart  Mixture 
Baking  Powder  . . 

Barley  (Patent) 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda 
Biscuits  (with  butter) 

Brawn 
Bread 

Bread  and  Butter 
Butter 

Butter  (Cumberland  Rum) 

Cake  Mix  (Fruit) 

Cake  Mixture 
Cakes 

Calamine  Cream  . . 
Camphorated  Oil 
Cheese  (Processed)  . . 

Cheese  Spread 
Cherries  (Clace)  . . 

Chicken  Rllets 
Chicken  (Minced) 

Chutney  (Indian  Mango) 

Coffee  

Condiments  (Non-brewed) 
Confections  (Cakes  & Biscuits) 
Confections  (Sweets) 

Cooking  Fat  (compound) 
Cordial 
Cream 

„ (Double)  . . 

Cream  (|ersey)  . . 

„ (Sterilised) 

Cream  of  Tartar 
Currants 

Currie  Powder  . . 

Custard  Powder  . . 

Figs 

Fish  Paste 
Flour  (Self  Raising) 

Fruit  (Mixed  Cake) 

Fruit  (Sugarless) 

Fuller’s  Earth  Cream 
Ginger  Beer  . . 

Ginger  (Ground) 

Golden  Raising  Powder 
Ice  Cream 
Icing  Sugar 
Iodine  (Tincture  of) 
jam 

Jelly  Crystals  . . 

jelly  (I  ffi) 
jelly  Slices  (Orange  & Lemon) 
Jelly  (Table) 

‘Kilkoff  Kones’ 

Lard 

Lemon  Curd  . . 

Macaroon  Paste 
Margarine  . . 

Margarine  (10%  butter) 
Marzipan 

Marzipan  fruits  . . 

Marzipan  Substitute 
Meat  Paste  ■ . 

Meat  Paste  (Beef) 

Meat  (Pork  Luncheon) 

Milk 


Mincemeat 
Mint  (Dried) 

Mint  Sauce  (concentrated)  . . 
Mix-a-Shake  (for  milk  shakes) 
Molasses  (Black) 

Mustard  . . . . . 


Not  Ref. 

Genuine  Genuine  No 
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Informal 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref 

No. 

Nature  of  Sample 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

No. 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Nutmeg  (Ground) 

— 

— 

Onion  (pickled) 

_ . 

— 

— 

Onion  Sauce 

— 

— 

Pancake  Mixture 

1 

1 

— 

„ „ (containing  egg) 

Parsley  with  Salt 

I 

. 

— 

— 

— - 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Parsley  Sauce 

_ 

■ 



— 

Pastilles  (Blackcurrant) 



— 

Pears  (Dried) 

- 

.. 

— 

Peel  (cut) 





4 

I 

1 

1 

— 

Pepper  (white) 

3 

■ 

““ 

— 

Pickles  (mixed) 

■ 



— 

Pineapple  (Glace) 

— 



— 

— 

Pork  Roll  (stuffed)  . . 

- . 

1 

— 

— 

Prawns  (steamed) 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

Prunes  with  Semolina 

1 

— 

— 

Pudding  (creamed  rice) 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pudding  (sponge) 

_ 

- ■ - 

- 

— 

— 

— 

Raisins  (seeded) 

1 

— 

— 

Rice  (Ground) 

1 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

Rum  (Jamaica) 

- 

1 

— 

— 

Sage 

1 

- 

1 

— 

— 

Sago  Creamola 



2 

— 

— 

Salad  Cream 





. 

1 

— 

— 

Salmon 

- - 



1 

— 

— 

Salmon  Spread 

- 



1 

— 

— 

Sandwich  (Beef) 

— 

- 

1 

— 

Sardines  in  Olive  Oil 

— 

- - 

2 

— 

— 

Sauce 

1 

— 

— 

Sausage 

2 

— 

— 

Sausage  (Beef) 

— 



1 

— 

— 

„ (Pork 

— 

1 

... 

1 

_ 

_ 

Semolina 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Shrimps 

— 



1 

— 

_ 

Shrimps  (Peeled,  in  brine)  . . 

1 

— 

— 

Sild  (Norway,  tinned) 

— 

— 

_ 

2 

— 

— 

‘Snowcreme’ 

— 

5 

1 

376 

Soft  Drinks 

1 

— 

— 

Soft  Drink  (Ginger)  . . 

_ 

— 

— 

— 

Soup  Mixture 

2 

_ 

... 

— 

— 

— 

Soup  Powder 

2 



... 

1 

— 

— 

Soup  Mixture  (sweetened)  . . 

— 



_ 

— 

— 

— 

Suet  (Shredded  Beef) 

1 



— 

— 

— 

Suet  (Beef,  coated  with  flour) 

1 



““ 

— 

— 

Suet,  Pudding  Mixture  . . 

(unsweetened) 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Sultanas 

— 

— 



— 

— 

— 

„ (cleaned) 

Syrup  (Blackcurrant  Juice)  . . 

2 

— 

— 

1 

— 

_ 

■ 

1 

— 

— 

Table  Creams 

— 

— 

— 

Table  Sweet  (Royal  Chiffon) 

1 

3 

— 

— 

Tomato  Ketchup 

— 

— 



1 

— 

— 

Tonic  (Seville) 

— 



.. 

1 

— 

— 

Trifle  Pack  (Swiss) 

— 

— 

... 

1 

— 

— 

Vegetables  (Dried)  . . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Vinegar  (Malt) 

9 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Walnuts  (shelled) 

1 

_ 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

Whisky  (Scotch) 

— 



... 

1 

— 

— 

‘Wippfat’ 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Yorkshire  Pudding  Cr  Pancake 

1 

.... 

1 

— 

— 

Yorkshire  Relish  (Thick) 

— 



— 

1 

108 

Zinc  & Castor  Oil  Cream  . . 

1 

— 

— 

259 

16 

— 

151 

10 

— 
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REMARKS  ON  IRREGULAR  OR  ADULTERATED  SAMPLES 


Milk 


Milk 


Zinc  and 
Castor  Oil 


Milk 


Milk 


Milk 


Milk 


Milk 


Milk 


Formal  Sample  No.  33.  The  sample  was  abnormal  though 

genuine  milk,  deficient  in  solids-not-fat 
to  the  extent  of  2.3  per  cent.  Reported 
to  the  Related  Health  Services  Com- 
mittee and  the  attention  of  the  sup- 
pliers of  the  milk  was  drawn  to  this 
deficiency. 

Formal  Sample  No.  34.  The  sample  was  abnormal  though 

genuine  milk  deficient  in  solids-not-fat 
to  the  extent  of  i.i  per  cent.  Action 
taken  as  for  sample  No.  33. 


Informal  Sample  No.  108 

Cream 


The  sample  was  deficient  in  zinc  ox- 
ide. Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee.  Formal  Sample 
No.  130  has  been  taken  and  this  proved 
to  be  genuine. 


Informal  Sample  No.  129.  The  sample  was  sub-standard  but  gen- 
uine milk,  deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  2.3  per  cent.  Reported  to 
the  Related  Health  Services  Committee. 
Formal  sample  to  be  taken — (See  Nos. 
130,  131,  132  below). 

Formal  Sample  No.  150.  The  sample  was  sub-standard  but 

genuine  milk,  deficient  in  solids-not-fat 
to  the  extent  of  3.3  per  cent.  Reported 
to  the  Related  Health  Services  Com- 
mittee. No  action  taken  as  the  defic- 
iency did  not  appear  to  be  caused  by  the 
presence  of  extraneous  water. 


Formal  Sample  No.  151.  The  sample  was  sub-standard  but  gen- 

uine milk,  deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  3.3  per  cent. 

(See  sample  No.  130  above). 


Formal  Sample  No.  152.  The  sample  was  sub-standard  but  gen- 

uine milk,  deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  i.i  per  cent. 

(See  sampple  No.  130  above). 


Informal  Sample  No.  153.  The  sample  was  deficient  in  fat  to  the 

extent  of  10  per  cent,  and  deficient  in 
solids-not-fat  to  the  extent  of  2.3  per 
cent.  Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee. 

Formal  samples  to  be  taken.  (No.  183 
genuine,  and  No.  186  below). 

Informal  Sample  No.  154.  The  sample  was  sub-standard  but  gen- 
uine milk,  deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  2.3  per  cent.  Reported  to 
the  Related  Flealth  Services  Committee. 
Formal  samples  to  be  taken.  (Nos.  183 
genuine,  and  186  see  below). 
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Milk  Informal  Sample  No.  157. 


Milk  Informal  Sample  No.  159. 


Milk  Formal  Sample  No.  186. 


Pork  Sausage  Formal  Sample  No.  211 


Jam  and  Formal  Sample  No.  237 

Cream  Cake 


Tincture  of  Informal  Sample  No.  277 
Iodine 

Fish  Paste  Informal  Sample  No.  282 
(Salmon) 

Table  Jelly  Informal  Sample  No.  306 


The  sample  was  sub-standard  but  gen- 
uine milk,  deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  3.5  per  cent. 

(See  Nos.  153  and  134  above). 

The  sample  was  sub-standard  but  gen- 
uine milk,  deficient  in  solids-not-fat  to 
the  extent  of  i.i  per  cent. 

(See  Nos.  153  and  154  above). 

NOTE.  The  deficiencies  in  all  the  above 
samples  did  not  appear  on 
analysis  to  have  been  caused  by 
the  presence  of  extraneous 
water. 

The  sample  was  sub-standard  but 
genuine  milk,  deficient  in  solids-not-fat 
to  the  extent  of  4.7  per  cent.  Reported 
to  the  Related  Health  Services  Com- 
mittee. No  action  taken  as  the  deficien- 
cy did  not  appear  to  have  been  caused 
by  the  presence  of  extraneous  water. 

The  sample  was  labelled  “Pork  Saus- 
age” but  had  the  characteristics  of  Beef 
Sausage.  Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee.  The  Town  Clerk 
was  requested  to  send  a warning  letter 
to  the  vendor. 


This  was  a sample  of  cake  with  im- 
itation cream  filling  and  devoid  of  dairy 
cream.  Reported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee.  The  Town  Clerk 
was  authorised  to  institute  legal  pro- 
ceedings and  the  defendant  was  ,fined 
£2  at  Blackpool  Police  Court. 

The  sample  did  not  conform  to  the 
requirements  of  the  B.P.  Reported  to 
the  Related  Health  Services  Committee. 
Formal  sample  taken  (see  322). 

The  sample  was  deficient  in  fish  to  the 
extent  of  17.1  per  cent.  Reported  to 
the  Related  Health  Services  Committee. 

Formal  Sample  taken  and  found  to  be 
genuine. 

The  sample  did  not  conform  to  the 
setting  test  prescribed  by  the  Food  Stan- 
dards (Table  Jellies)  Order,  1949.  Re- 
ported to  the  Related  Health  Services 
Committee.  Formal  sample  to  be  taken. 


Milk  Informal  Sample  No.  310.  The  sample  was  sub-standard  but 

genuine  milk  deficient  in  solids-not-fat 
to  the  extent  of  10.6  per  cent. 
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Milk 


lnforr::al  Sample  No.  313. 


Milk 


Tincture  of 
Iodine 


Blackcurrant 

Jam 


Orange  Crush 


Self-Raising 

Flour 


Meat  Paste 


The  sample  was  sub-standard  but 
genuine  milk,  deficient  in  solids-not-fat 
to  the  extent  of  i.i  per  cent. 


Informal  Sample  No.  314.  The  sample  was  sub-standard  but 

genuine  milk  deficient  in  solids-not-fat 
to  the  extent  of  5.9  per  cent. 

All  the  above  deficiencies  did  not 
appear  to  have  been  caused  by  the 
presence  of  extraneous  water.  The 
facts  were  reported  to  thie  Related 
Health  Services  Committee  and  formal 
samples  will  be  taken. 


Formal  Sample  No.  322  The  sample  was  deficient  in  alcohol 

and  containing  iodine  and  potassium 
iodine  in  excess  of  the  B.P.  limits.  Re- 
ported to  the  Related  Health  Services 
Committee. 

The  matter  was  discussed  with  the 
Public  Analyst  who  pointed  out  that 
since  the  date  of  his  certificate  the  B.P. 
limits  had  been  extended  and  it  is  pos- 
sible that  the  Tincture  of  Iodine  had 
been  made  up  in  anticipation  of  such 
extended  limits  or  otherwise  the  dis- 
crepancy could  have  been  caused  by 
evaporation.  No  further  action. 

Informal  Sample  No.  355  The  sample  was  contaminated  with 

foreign  m alter,  viz.  a piece  of  sacking  or 
string  fibre.  Reported  to  the  Related 
Health  Services  Committee.  A formal 
sample  has  been  taken  and  this  proved 
to  be  genuine.  The  manufacturer  was 
informed  of  the  facts. 


Inform.al  Sample  No.  376  The  sample  was  contaminated  with 

mould.  P.eported  to  the  Related  Health 
Services  Committee  and  the  Town  Clerk 
was  authorised  to  send  a warning  letter 
to  the  manufacturer. 


Formal  Sample  No.  378  The  flour  was  infested  with  meal 

mites  and  was  unfit  for  human  con- 
sumption. Reported  to  the  Related 
Health  Services  Committee. 

The  remainder  of  the  stock  was  surren- 
dered and  a warning  letter  was  sent  to 
the  vendor. 


Informal  Sample  No.  405  The  sample  was  deficient  in  meat  to 

the  extent  of  14.^  per  cent.  Reported  to 
the  Related  Health  Services  Committee. 
.A.  formal  s.imple  will  be  taken  when 
supplies  are  available. 
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Milk 


Informal  Sample  No.  430.  The  sample  was  sub-standard  but 

genuine  milk  deficient  in  solids-not-fat 
the  extent  of  2.3  per  cent.,  but  this  de- 
ficiency did  not  appear  to  be  caused  by 
the  presence  of  extraneous  water.  Re- 
ported to  the  Related  Health  Services 
Committee. 


Total  number  of  samples  taken  : 

(a)  Under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1935  ... 

Genuine  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  

Not  Genuine  ...  ...  

(b)  Under  the  Pharmacy  and  Medicines  Act,  1941 

Genuine  ...  ...  ...  

Not  Genuine  

Analyst’s  Remuneration  : — Fees  in  accordance  with  the  Joint  Negotiating  Committee’s 

Scale  for  Public  Analysts. 

FERTILISER  & FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT,  1926.  During  the  year  16  samples  were 
taken  and  the  results  received  from  the  Public  Analyst  are  set  out  below  : — 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  those  samples  which  did  not  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Act  is  detailed  below 


Informal 

Name  of  Sample 

Formal 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

No. 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine 

Ref. 

No. 

1 

— 

— 

Baby  Chick  Crumbs  . . 

- 



1 

— 

— 

Battery  Pellets 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Battery  Layers  Mash  . . 

— 

— 

1 

_ 

Best  Thirds 

1 

— 

— 

“Bio”  Plant  Food 

— 

— 





— 

Bone  Meal 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Clay’s  Fertiliser 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Dried  Blood 

— 

— 

... 





— 

Flower  Fertiliser 

1 

_ 

_ 

— 

— 

General  Fruit  Fertiliser 



1 

16 

1 

— 

— 

Intensive  Laying  Mash  . . 

— 

... 

1 

— 

— 

Solufeed 

— 

— 

1 



— 

Tomato  Fertiliser 

— 

— 

1 



— 

Tomato  Fertiliser 

— 

... 

— 

1 

1 

White  Fish  Meal 

— 

1 

4 

11 

1 

— 

2 

2 

— 

White  Fish  Meal  Informal  Sample  No.  1 


Formal  Sample  No.  4 


The  sample  contained  1.6  per  cent, 
less  oil  than  the  amount  declared.  The 
deficiency  of  oil  is  0.83  f>er  cent,  outside 
the  limits  of  variation  permitted  by  the 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs  Regula- 
tions, 1935. 

FoiTnal  sample  to  be  taken.  See  sample 
No.  4 below. 

The  sample  contained  1.6  per  cent, 
less  oil  than  the  amount  declared.  The 
deficiency  of  oil  is  0.83  outside  the 
limits  permitted  by  the  Regulations. 
Reported  to  the  Related  Health  Services 
Committee.  The  Chief  Public  Inspector 
for  the  district  in  which  the  fertiliser 
was  manufactured  was  notified  and  the 
Town  Clerk  was  requested  to  send  a 
warning  letter  to  the  manufacturers. 
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General  Fruit  Formal  Sample  No.  16 
Fertiliser 


The  sample  contained  1.97  per  cent, 
more  potash  than  the  amount  declared. 
The  excess  of  potash,  which  is  not  to 
the  prejudice  of  the  purchaser,  is  0.88 
per  cent,  outside  the  limits  of  variation 
perm  itted  by  the  Regulations.  The  stat- 
utory statement  did  not  include  a dec- 
laration of  insoluble  phospheric  acid,  as 
required  by  the  Regulations.  Reported 
to  the  Related  Health  Services  Com- 
mittee. The  Public  Health  Inspector  for 
the  District  in  which  the  fertiliser  was 
manufactured  was  notified. 


PHAR\1.\CY  AND  MEDICINES  ACT.  1941.  During  the  year  i2  samples  were 
taken  and  the  results  received  from  the  Public  Analyst  are  si;t  out  below  ; — 


Informal 

Formal 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine ! 

No. 

Name  of  5amplc 

Genuine 

Not 

Genuine  | 

Kef. 

No 

1 

All  Fours  Cough  Mixture  . . 

_ 

_ i 

1 

_ 

Bronchial  Emulsion 

_ 

1 

— 

— 

Co’.d  and  Influenza  Mixture 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Compound  Syrup  of  HypephosphiteS 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

Concentrated  Medicinal  Essence 
of  Cinnamon 

1 

— 

— 

Cough  Mixture 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Lung  Tonic 

— 

— 



1 

— 

— 

Pertussia  Linefus 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pefrolagar 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Pulmo  Bailly 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Veno’s  Cough  Cure 

— 

— 

1 

Wild  Cherry  Cough  Mixture 
(Adult) 

1 1 

1 

— : 

— 

— 

— 

Action  taken  in  respect  of  the  sample  which  did  not  comply  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Act  is  detailed  below  : — 


Concentrated  Informal  Sample  No.  7 
Medicinal  Essence 
of  Cinnamon 


The  sample  conformed  to  the  declar- 
ation of  composition  on  the  outer 
packet,  but  did  not  conform  to  the  dec- 
laration on  the  label  on  the  bottle  in 
that  the  label  on  the  bottle  includes  as 
an  ingredient  “Alcohol  of  60  per  cent, 
strength”,  whereas  the  alcohol  is  Sp. 
Vini.  Rect.,  i.e.  90  per  cent  strength. 
Reported  to  the  Related  Health  Services 
Committee. 
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PROSECUTIONS  DURING  1958 


Month 

Section 

Contravention 

January 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  93. 

Accumulation  of  Refuse. 

Fined  £5/0/0d. 

June 

Public  Health  Act,  1936,  Sec.  93. 

Defective  roof.  Notice  to  abate 
nuisance  within  6 weeks. 

September 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955, 
Section  9(,e). 

Smoking  near  open  food. 

Fined  £2/0/0d. 

September 

Food  & Drugs  Act,  1955,  Sec.  47. 

Cream  in  jam  and  creaimipake  not 
real  cream  as  advertised. 

Fined  £2/0/0d. 

October 

Food  Hygiene  Regulations,  1955. 
(Two  defendants) 

Regulation  6 (IB) 

8 (a) 

Table  top  not  covered  with  im- 
pervious material. 

Fined  £l/0/0d.  each. 

Food  permitted  to  be  uncovered. 
Fined  £10  each. 

„ 14  (la) 

Dirty  condition  of  W.C. 

Fined  £2/0/0d.  each. 

No  light  in  W.C.  compartm.ent. 
Fined  10s.  Od.  each. 

14  (5) 

No  “wash  hand”  notices  displayed. 
Fined  £l/0/0d.  each. 

16 

Insufficient  wash  hand  basins. 
Fined  £l/0/0d.  each. 

23  (I) 

Internal  surfaces  of  “dumb  wait- 
er” lift  shaft  dirty. 

Fined  £l/0/0d.  each. 

Kitchen  (walls  and  floor  not  in  a 
condition  to  be  properly  cleansed. 
Fined  £l/0/0d.  each. 

17 

No  first  aid  equipment. 

Fined  10s.  Od.  each. 

Shelf  and  sink  draining  board 
dirty. 

Fined  £2/0/0d.  each. 

Shelf  dirty. 

Fined  10s.  Od.  each. 
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